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Mr. J acob aud Mr. | Joſeph Bunny. 


My FxIEN ps, 


s 5 the ſckneſs and death of an aged ſerious 
Wa Be mother, is a ſeaſon of ſorrow, ſo ſhould it be of 
mz reflection. Afflictive providences ſhould move 

and awaken, even when at a diſtance; but 

much more when they come nearer home. We can 
hardly forbear ſympathy and tears, when we ſee any 
of our own ſpecies brought ſo low; but the dying groans 
of a parent, muſt needs go to the heart. When God 
ſpeaks to vs in this manner, it is our duty to hear and 
ponder. I hope you will remember that providence hath 
been uſing various means with both of you, to put. 
you upon conſidering your latter end; in giving and ta- 
king away children, one a few months, the other a few 
days before your mother. It becomes you to think ſeri- 
ouſly of that which brought death into the world; ſi 
entred into it, and death by fin, and fo death bath paſſes up- 
on all, becauſe al baue ſinned. Infants die, therefore In- 
fants have ſinned. If the Apoſtles: reaſon be juſt, the 
conſequence is infallible. You have ground to be thank, 
ful, that when you meditate upon this melancholy ſub- 
ject, you may alſo, with joy, reflect on the great contri. 
vance of infinite wiſdom, in ſending a Saviour into the 
world, to ſaue bis people from their ſins, and all the ef- 
fects of them; and that we have good hopes that the 
children of belieying as well as believers ang 
| 2 ſhall 


The DEDICATION. TY 
ſhall be ſaved byrhim. Vour great duty is to make 
ſure to your ſelves an intereſt in Cukisr. If you do 
ſo, in life and in death all ſhall he well. 

A life of faith in the ſon of. Gad, is the only life of 
ſioſety, caſe, quiet, hope, and Joy® The unbeliever is ne- 
| ver ſafe, muſt needs be a ſtranger to eaſe, can have no 

iet but ſuch as a condemned criminal has when aſleep, 
hath no ſolid ground of hope, and muſt be deſtitute of 
„ all joy, but that which is more truly called madneſs. 
But the ſound chriſtian whoſe faith hath diſcoyered it 
ſelf by bringing forth the fruits of the ſpirit, is ſafe in 
times of danger, may be eaſy under troubles, quiet in the 
midſt of changes, has good reaſon to hope (even againſt 
hope) when all things look gloomy, and may be joy- 
in ful under ſickneſs __ the proſpect of death. Much of 
| this we faw and heard from your mother; and to re- 
| commend the ſame ſure foundations of peace and hope | 
/* . To” others, which all true believers have ſolely in the 
merits and facrifice of our only redeemer, was the rea- 
fon why the following text was | choſen for the ſubject 
of her funeral ſermon, and why the diſcourſe it ſelf is now 
pobliſhed at your deſires: of !!!!! 
I have enlarged much upon the explication of the 
parable of the tares of the field, and added ſeveral para- 
_ graphs, 'which (becauſe the time was ſhort) I paſſed 
over in the delivery; but have not omitted a ſingle 
| ſentence, no nor one word, leſt thoſe, whether within 
| or without doors, who came not to be edified, but to 
carry ſomething away, might fay, that I was afraid to 


" * 


ſee that in print, which I had ſpoken in the pulpit. ? 
The doctrines 1 have pleaded for, are clearly; fully, | 
and frequently expreſſed in the ſcriptures of truth, in 
many more places than thoſe referred to. I have im- 
poſed no ſtrange, forced, unnatural: gloſſes upon the 
texts cited, but left them to ſpeak for themſelves. The 
truths here delivered, were, indeed, the principles of the 
reformation, as may be ſeen in the confeſſions of the 
Churches of Chriſt; and whether any open receding from 
| | them be not, in effect, a betraying of the reformation, 
q if the nature of things, and daily experience do not toa 
| | <A | abundantly 
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abundantly ſhew, I am afraid the event will. They are J 
now, indeed, much decried under the name of Calviniſm, : 


— 


—— — 


by thoſe eſpecially who think, that the venerable anỹd 


bleſſed names of Arius, Pelagius, or Socinus, have been 
and are more honourable among the churches of Curisr, / 
than Calvin s. Let me put you in mind, that (how much 
ſoever they may be deſpiſed,) they are interwoven with 


all the foundations of our faith, do manifeſtly ariſe 


out of them, and cannot ſubſiſt without them; yes, 
that they mutually ſuppoſe and ſupport each other. 


And it is obſerved, that the men who have deſerted 


thoſe, doctrines of chriſtianity, upon which all the reſt 


are built, have alſo ſet themſelves to run down thoſe 


more ſtrictly called Calviniſtical. For my own part, 
there is one thing which, tho perhaps not much re- 
garded, has ever from my youth, made me like theſe 


rinciples the better; and aſſured me, that if CnRISTC 
d a church upon earth in theſe latter days, it was 


chiefly among thoſe who had adhered to theſe doctrines: 


It is this: That of all the witneſſes for our Lord. under 
Anti- chriſt, in theſe laſt ages; of all them who have been 
exiled or maſſacred; ſent to dungeons or galley's, drawn to gib- 
bets or ſtakes, for the teſtimony of Ixsus, perhaps nine parts 
in ten have been Calviniſts. 

You are members of a congregation, who. juſtly de- 
ſerye to be praiſed, for their unanimous and ſteady ad- 
herence to theſe, and other articles of our faith, of the 


laſt importance to the glory of God and to the ſouls 
of men: and that in a time and place, where they have 


been undermined with more low and mean deſign, and 
oppoſed with more viſible malice and fury, than any 


where in England. You know how unwearied ſome 


have been, many years before I knew you, to break 
and divide you, even by the moſt yile methods: and 


what pains have been taken, by all manner of means, 
when the old were not to be moved, to overturn the 


faith of the young ? But thro' the goodneſs of God 


| you have yet kept the faith; the church enjoys as much 


peace, and are perhaps more unanimous, than for ma- 


ny years paſt ; and we have ſeen in ſeveral inſtances, and 


Rill 


The DEDICATION. 
ſtill may ſee, the providence of God ſtrangely blaſting 
the t ſecret intreagues, and the moſt violent oppo- 
ſition. Theſe things ſhould not be forgotten. 

1 ſhall conclude with obſerving, that the principles 


here defended, in the experience of all that believe have 


been, and will be found, to be beſt calculated to give 
ce to diſtreſſed conſciences at all times; beſt ſuited 
to the ſpirit, privileges, and duties of the goſpel ; the 
beſt excitations to the exerciſe of all our graces, eſpe- 
cially faith, hope, and love; the beſt encouragements to 
ſteadineſs in our profeſſion ; the beſt relief under all 
ſorts of oppoſition ; the beſt motives to univerſal holi- 
neſs; and what gives the greateſt quiet and comfort 
under the views of death. That God may bleſs them 
to you, and the congregation, and all that believe them, 
and make them effectual for theſe happy purpoſes, is 


the moſt hearty prayer of 


Tour ſervant, for the ſake of ow dear Redeemer, 
= 
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ues MATTH- 


Marr R. XIII. Ver. 43. 


Then foal the Righteous ſhine forth as the gas, 
in tbe Kjngdom 57 their Father. Who hath Ears 
to hear, let him hear. 


FE ſerious hangs ofs firm, fixed, eternal Stare 
1 22 £4 of happineſs or miſery, are of all others the moſt 
3 awakening and affecting both to the good and the 
£ bad. How dreadful are the NO of rhe 
warm he rr dc andef the froth inenury hed (a), to 
uilty, convinced, chriſtleſs ſinners ? in the midſt of out- 
wad N. they interrupt his quiet, damp his mirth, 
his laughter into mourning, and his joy into heavineſs. 
In e of any kind, they are the bittereſt ingredient in 
his cup; but at death they muſt needs be overwhelming. Oh 
how are ſuch filled with fear, remorſe, horrour, and deſpon- 
dency, when they groan out thoſe melancholy words, ar 
us ſball dwell with the devonring fire? wh 
Alf everlaſting burnings (b) On the bead ta += 
ſpring-tide of joy ariſeth to the true believer, from a Dr & 
| of creruallife, of fulneſs of joy in the preſence of God, ond of ple 
ſures for evermore at his right-hand (c) ? The re fes of it are 
the moſt powerful motives to watchfulneſs again 
ken conſtancy in the faith, ſteadineſs in our profeſſion and work 
ainſt all oppoſition, and unwearied diligence in univerſal obe- 
| 1+ — 1 and the hope of this happineſs, is the beſt 
ſupport under affliction, miſery, pain, and indiſpoſition. What 
ſatisfaction is it to the honeſt chriſtian under troubles that they 
ſhall not laſt alway ? what relief under fickneſs and death, that 
they ſhall ſoon be over, and that glory, honour, and immorta- 
lity ſhall then immediately commence # well may the dying 
Saint ſay to his ſoul, Saul, thun haſt happineſs laid up for | 
be not therefore diſmayed, Now is thy /alvation nearer . 
thou didſt believe (d); look up, the day of thy redemption draweth 
nigh Ce). Be not r therefore _ to leave thy Pods it ſhall 


(= Mark ix. 4s. 5 IC, xxxiii. 14. 00 Pal, xvi. 11, 2 Rom. 
Xiij, 11. (e) Luke xxi. 28. 


ſleep 


ſin, unſha- 


. m 
* 
— — — 


8 | 
8 The Parable of the Tares n 
. 1 25 the grave which Chriſt hath ſanctified for it; where it 
i all be free from this and all other pain, far there the weary are 
22 reſt. Even death, the laſt enemy ſhall, be deſtrojed (a), and | 
| thou ſhall. hereafter. have a compleat victory over it. Let me 
| - therefore, as I have lived by faith in the ſon of God, ſo die in the 
118 fame faith; let me patiently wait for my releaſe ; let me die 
il glorifying my Saviour, committing ny ing ſoul into bis | 
1 hands (b). He hath redeemed it, aud will preſent it to himſelf 
6 without ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch rhing (0). I-have indeed no 
1 -righteouſneſs of mine own upon which I dare rely, for all my 
| - roghteouſueſſes are as filthy rags. I have renounced all, that J 
_ vin Chriſt, and be found in him, not having mine own righteouſ- 
ih -meſs which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of 
| . Chrift, which I became poſſeſt of by believing * (a). He 
_ bath cloathed me with the robe of righteouſneſs (e), in which J ſhall 
appear with confidence and joy, be acknowledged and acquitted 
by him in whom have believed, which war, as far as we could 
judge. the caſe of our deceaſed friend Mrs. Bunny, and the rea- 
ſon why the words read, were choſen for the ſubjeR of this 
; diſcourſe. - r 115 7 1 | 
I am not called to miniſter to ſtrife and contention, or to ſmite 
- with the fiſt of wickedneſs, which would be very unſuitable on | 
- ſuch an occaſion. Nor ſhall I entertain you with ne and ffrange 
doctrines, which, thro' the Goodnefs of God were wnknown 
to our fathers, and which they would have heard with grief 
and horrour. No, what you are to hear exactly harmonizes 
with all the confeſſions of all the reformed churches, and particu- 
larly with the articles of the church of England, which I moſt 
| heartily embrace; and with the kxown doctrine of Proteſtant di- 
vines, many years after the bleſſed Reformation. Much leſs am 
| I to act a Farce, to fill even them who neither ſee nor hear me 
| with laughter or ſcorn ; bur ſhall leave ſuch a part to thoſe, 
| | who by accuſtoming themſelves to ſuch kind of work, may, 
by this time, for ought I know, be pretty expert, at theſe per- 


ſormances. But my buſineſs is to preach the goſpel of Chriſt occa- 
onally, and to improve this opportunity, for the edification of 
. all concerned. ES! — 3 : = | 


i 2 * * a. — _— * —— 
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(a) 1 Cat. ne, 26. () Acts vi 9. (e) Eph. v. 27, (d) Phil. 
Mp.) i. 16. . | N N , 
| | t 


us 


* 
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T 3 


of the Field explained. 9 
It was a good old rule which was given to-preachers, that 
what they deliver ſhould not only be Trash, for otherwiſe their 
diſcourſes would rather hurt, than profit their hearers; but that 
it ſhould be Veritas Loci, the Truth of the Place, elſe they had 
as good not read a text. We ſhall therefore carefully hut brief- 
ly conſider the context, that we may more certainly find out 
the ſcope and meaning of the paſſage. | 
The words read are the concluſion of our Lord's explication 
of the parable of the rares of the field, which he put forth unto 
the multitude from verſe 24th to 31ſt of this chapter. It 
ſeems this parable had much affected the diſciples, who there- 
fore deſire a more particular declaration of it, verſe 36, ſaying 
nothing of the two ſubſequent ones. | 
The ſcope of the parable, is to ſhew, that our Saviour him- 
ſelf and Goſpel-miniſters after him, were to ſow the good ſeed, 
to preach the word of truth, in all places whitherſoever providence 
ſhould ſend them ; which ſhould have a good effect on ſome _ 
every where, thro' all ages, renewing their natures, reform- 
ing their lives, working them into a conformity to it; and pro- 
ducing agreeable, proportionable fruit; whereas the grand ene- 
would not fail to rake a proper ſeaſon, to ſow erroneous opi- 
nions and damnable hereſiss, leading mien from the truth, and the 
practice of Goſpel-holineſs ; and that under a profeſſion of the 
name of Chriſt, and a pretence to advance his intereſts ; whic 
would prove trying and offenſive to true believers, as well 
deſtructive to themſelves. Tnat it was not his will to hinder 
Satan from exciting men to broach and defend ſuch errours, 
that they which are approved might be made manifeſt (a). And 
therefore that the church ſhould never be wholly free from 
erroneous perſons and hypocrites in this world, but that he 
would make an open publick diſtinction at laſt. To be more 
particular, 


The ſower, is the ſon of man,' verſe 37, he is the firſt, the 


chief ſeed's man in the field of the church. The great ſalvation 


at the firſt began to be ſpoken by the Lord, Heb. ii. 3. But as the 
parable 1s a repreſentation of the ſtate of the viſible church in 
all ages, we are alſo by this ſower to underſtand all thoſe _ 
whom he ſends forth to preach the Goſpel, to whom he gives 


1 


(a) 1 Cor. xi. 19. TY = 


* — 
— 
* 
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10 The Paratle of the T. ares 
his Spirit, whom he makes faithſul, enabling them to teach the 


| fame truths, which he himſelf taught, and to the ſame end; 
whether they be ſent to preach where the good ſeed was never 


ſown before them, or ro ſow after others. What ſuch teach, 
is in Chriſt's ſtead, 2 Cor. v. 20. And they that refuſe or reject 
the word from them, reject it from him, Luke x. 16. Joh. xiit. 
20. As for thoſe who pretend to preach in the name of Chriſt, 
but deliver for doctrines any thing without his commiſſion, or 
that is beſide or contrary to the doctrines he taught, they do 
any thing rather than fow the good ſeed. 1 He 
The field, is the world, ver. 3 8. not the. Fewiſh church on- 
ly, which was confined within the narrow precincts of a ſmall 
country, to which alone the Fews groundleſly fanſied the 
church of God was, and ſhould be limitted : but the Carholich 
church, which in New Teſtament times was to be extended 
to all nations, countries, and kingdoms without diſtinction, 
whereſoever the Holy Ghoſt ſhould ſend any ſeed's men. Not 
all the Regions of the earth at once, but all where the good 
ſeed is ſown. [ This may explain to us the meaning of the 


Words, world, the whole world, in many places of the Goſpels 


and Epiſtles, about which chere has been ſo many diſputes. 
They neither ſigniſy rhe rid containing, nor the world con- 
tained, i. e. all and every individual man or nation in it. But 
all people, tribes and countries indifferently, as they are con- 


©  tradiſtinguiſhed from the nation of the Ten. If this is not 


allowed, we muſt grant that this parable is not a repreſentation 
of the viſible church in all ages, but reſpects ſome ſtate of it, 
which is not yet come; ſor the word of the kingdom has ne- 


er as far as appears been preached to one half. of the people of 


the world at the ſame time, and at preſent it is hardly known 


d ene fifth part. But it is evident that our Lord's deſign is 


to ſhew, that whereſoever a viſible church is gathered by the 
preaching of the doctrine of the Goſpel, there is the field, and 
all the churches together is the world. | | 
The good ſced, is that which the great ſower at firſt ſowed, | 
which in its own nature 1s ſuited ro bring forth fruit, which is 
ſtill che ſame through all ages. This, as we may certainly learn 
from another parable in this chapter, is % ord of the kingdom, 
ver. 19. the Goſpel of Chriſt, pure, and unadulterate without 


any addition, mixture, or alteration. This is the only mean of 


regeneration, 


. 

of the Field explained. | 11 

repeneration, ſanct cation, and ſalvation. The elect are begotten 
with, by, or through the ord of truth, James 1. ver. 18. The 
regenerate are ſanttified only throngh truth, Tf. xvii. ver. 17. 
And the means to falvation, are the ſanttification of the ſpirit, 
aud belief of the truth, 2 Theſſ. it. ver. 13. It is evident 
from the ſcriptures, as well as from the nature of things, that 
nothing but truth can produce any fruit, which the goſpel 
calls good. Nor is it to be expected, that the Holy Ghoſt 
will ever blels avy means to ſuch an end, but thoſe only 
which God hath appointed. But errour and falſchood are no 
means of his appointing. In the explanation, our Lord tells 
us, that the good ſeed are the children of the kingdom, ver. 38. 
conſidering it not only as ſown,* but as ſprung up, and 
bearing fruit, thereby explaining all theſe circumſtances in 
one. The children of the kingdom are thoſe who receive and 
believe the truth, that are begotten and born again, by the incor- 
ruptible ſeed, the word of God, 1 Pet. i. ver. 23. who are 


ſanctified, enlivened and excited by it, to fruitfulneſs both in 


faith and holineſs, and are thereby manifeſted to be the true 
children of the kingdom; ſeeing they are growing up into 
a meetneſs for glory. The bare receiving and aſſenting to, 
yea, the diſputing for the word of the goſpel is not a ſuffi- 
cient. ground to denominate any the true children of the 
kingdom. Thoſe only are, indeed, ſuch who keep the word, 
and in whom it bringeth forth fruit of the ſame kind with 
the feed. Wheat produceth wheat. : | 

The tares are alſo ſeed, ſced ſown in the field of the church, 
ſed apt ro bring forth fruit; the nature of the parable and 
common ſenſe ſuppoſe ths. But this ſeed is of a kind contrary 
to the good ſeed, and deſtructive of it, and conſequently bring- * 
eth forth different fruit. Tares produce tares. The ſeeds are. 
as oppoſite as truth to falſehood, and their fruits as different as 
holineſs from iniquity. Theſe tares then are heręſies and falſe doc- 
trines, inconſiſtent with and contrary to the truths of the 
goſpel; whether they are erroneous explications of, or de- 
ductions from the word of God, or additions to it, under 
any. pretext; whereby the good ſeed is hindered as to its uſe 
and end, and which naturally and neceſſarily produce other 
kind of fruit. We do not think that every miſtake as to the 
fenſe of a text, or every errour in leſſer things, which do little 
B 2 affect 


1 , | 
12 The Parable of the Tares 
affect the ſubſtance of faith, or change the nature of our 
obedience, are the zares. But thoſe opinions, which over- 
throw the faith, or render it vain, by laying. another foun- 
dation than that which is laid. 1 Cor. iii. 11, 12. or 
building upon the true foundation, what tends to overturn it, 
make it uſeleſs, or lead men quite from it, and ſo introduce 
a ſtrange faith, and teach a kind: of obedience, which, either in 
matter or manner, principle or end, is | utterly oppoſite to 
the obedience of faith (a) required in the goſpel: Theſe are 
the tares. In the explication the tares are call'd the children of 
rhe wicked one, ver. 38. Our Lord here alſo conſiders the 
tares, not only as ſown, bur ſpringing and bearing fruit af- 
ter their kind, and fo explains all theſe Circumſtances together, 
in this character. The tares that are ſown are of the devil, 
who when he ſpeaketh a lie, ſpeaketh of his own, for he is a liar, 
and the father of it. John. viii. ver. 44. And they that receive 
this ſeed, entertain it, regulate their faith, hearts, and lives by 

it, are moulded into the very image of the wicked one. For 
his ſeed can bring forth nothing in heart or life, but an aſſi- 
milation to him and it. Therefore are they of their Father 
the devil. The tares may be received and remembered, yet 
il they do not appear ſpringing up in the heart or conver- 
ſation, men are not from them denominated the children of 
the wicked one. Theſe tares, and they in whom they grow 
up, had ſome reſemblance to the good ſeed. They profeſſed 
the goſpel, were called by the name of Chriſt, would take 

it very uf others would not allow- them to be chriſtians, 
they would pretend to diſpute for Chriſt, with leſs ſhame, 
and perhaps with more courage than others, and to ground all 
their opinions upon his word; yea would hardly allow any 
thing for the good ſeed, which cannot be expreſt in the very 
words of God, tho they themſelves take the privilege to 
make any thing or nothing of his wordt, as they pleaſe. But 
after all, they had nothing cf the good ſeed in them, but a 
diſtant likeneſs only. The tares are wholly and entirely op- 
polite: to it, in their nature, and conſequently in their effects, 
The faith of ſuch is not the faith of God's elect. Tit. i. v. 1. 
and their practice, which is founded upon their principles, 
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muſt needs be agreeable to them. For all obedience which ari- 


ſeth or proceedeth from any thing called faith, doth draw 


ſo much of its nature from it, that as this is, ſo is char, 
True Faith is the rule and principle of goſpel Holineſe, but it 
is impoſſible a falſe. Faith ſhould, Fereſies do naturally and 
neceſſarily produce hypocrites and ſelf-deceivers, profeſſing them- 
ſelves to be what they are not. I. do not ſay that all who 
receive the tares act againſt their conſciences, God only knows 
whether they do or not, and how far they are guilty this 
way. But they call themſelves chriſtians, and are not, but do lie, 


(a) deceiving and deſtroying themſelves. 


But if any doubt whether this explication be good, let 


them. carefully obſerve theſe things which are evident in the 


| parable, and the explication of it ; which I believe will be | 
ſufficient to . ſatisfy them. Theſe tares, were ſeed, naturals 


y apt to bring forth fruit, as well as the good ſeed. That 
t 


ey were ſown in the viſible church after the other. That 
I they grew up in it, even when it remained the church. That 
therefore they were ſeed pretending to be religious ſeed, and were 


ſown under this pretext. That they produced fruit after their 


ed ſhould be roote:! up with them. 


The ſower of theſe tares, is called the enemy, ver. 39 
bis enemy, ver. 25. The enemy of the bleſſed ſower of the 
good ſeed and of the ſouls of men. This is the devil; the 
tares are his ſeed, and of his ſowing, whatever men may think 
or ſay. This ſhews what hand Satan has in all the Hereſies, 
wherewith the church has been torn like the lilly among tha 
thorns (b), The devil is more active than can well be ima- - 
dien, to raiſe oppoſition in men to the truths of God. It is 
de who puts notions into mens heads, and fills their minds 
with objettions, cavils, ſtrange and ſtrained glofſes, ſuggeſting | 
many ſpecious things to them, which are agreeable enough 
to their carnal conceptions and inclinations, and ſuitable to h 


darkyeſs that is in them. It is he, who prompts them, by 
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(+) Rev. iii, 9. (») Cant. ii. 2. 


| working 


kind. That between them and the good there was ſome fort of 
Ireſemblance. That the ſervants ſeem to have thought, that 
they were under their inſpection and juriſdiction, and that 
they were not to be rooted up, leſt through mauſtake the good 
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14 The Parable of the Tares 
Working upon their ignorance, pride, vanity, natural enmity 10 
the nr, . other 2 to 1 againſt h 
- and the profeſſors of it. It is true, the minds of men are na- 
turally wonderful fertile in framing, contriving, and coining 
cavils, raiſing and puſhing ob jections againſt goſpel truths. And | 
when once their hearts are ſer at liberty, from that reverence 
and ſubjection they ſhould be under to the word of God, 
under the falſe notion of enquiring for truth, there is no end 
of ſophiſms. Seldom are people, in theſe circumſtances, with- 
out a numberleſs number of queſtions, ſuppoſit ions, doubts, ex- 
ceptions, and other ſuch kind of arguments, to oppoſe the my- 
ſteries of our religion. But Satan may be, and is very b#/j 
and efficacious in theſe men; and not only the firſt notions, 
but the vehemence, fury, or extraordinary concern, which they 
! thew in ſpreading and defending them, is, in a great meaſure, 
| from him. By theſe means they are enſnared of the devil, 
and taken captive at his will, 2 Tim. ii. ver. 26. which 
| words are ſpoken of men free from all known, open wick- 
11 edneſs, as far as appears, but their dangerous errours and their 
Il conſequences. Whoever then are the under ſeeds-men, or how- 
lj NE ever they may be cried up, for their real or ſuppoſed extra- 
1 ordinary abilities; yet Saran is the chief ſower. And thoſe 
ij | who are employed in that work, are but his wicked tools 
11 in oppoſing the truth, ſpreading his tares, and offending he 
| children of the kingdom. | 1 
1 Having ſown the rares, the ſower went his way, ver 25. He 
| was not to be ſeen or obſerved in the matter; not he. 
This teaches us how deceitfully and ſubtilly he ſowes his 
fares, and inſinuates them into the hearts of men, fo ſlyly and 
imperceptibly, that they themſelves will not, cannot obſerve 
that he was the ſower. Could they be perſwaded, that he 
bas ſuch a hand in theſe things, his deſigns would be fru- 
ſtrared. And therefore he transforms himſelf into an angel of 
 bight (a), appearing as a friend of Chriſt and them. His 
| bufineſs is not to weaken the authority of ſcripture, or 
draw off profeſſors from their reverence to it, or faith in it ;| 
much leſs to teach them a new feligion or new faith. But 
he comes to give 'a more intelligible and rational turn to con- 
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(a) 2 Cor. xi. 14, 
| | trovertcd 
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troverted texts, to give light to obſcure paſſages,.. to make 


ſeeming contradictions conſiſtent, to bring every thing do 
to our reaſon, and reconcile what has been called »y/fery, to 
our clear aud diſtinct ideas; to excite men bravely to throw 


| off the yoke which ignorant or n a. prieſis have laid up- 
on their necks, lay aſide the preju 


ce of education, think, ſor 
themſelves, improve their own faculties, ſee with their own 
eyes, and incline the Joe to think, as they generally do, that 
they are wiſer than their fathers. So that ſatan is not percei- | 
ved in all this, where there are ſo many plauſible pretexts to 
draw them aſide. I cannot forbear to obſerve, that as the 
devil, thro? the juſt judgement of God, may be permitted 
more efficaciouſly to work upon men of genius, ſpirit, and 
learning, and to uſe them as his inſtruments in ſowing his tares; 
ſo many of thoſe tools have cloſely, and too ſucceſsfully in all 
ages, imitated their maſter in theſe methods of deception. It de- 


{ ſerves alſo to be conſidered, that when he employs others, 
| without education, learning, judgement, or any degree of ſenſe 


above their neighbours, they are no ſooner infected with poi- 


| ſonous errours, but they begin to {well and bounce, fancy- 


ing that none dare ſtand hefore them. This they quickly 
diſcover by a proud elation of themſelves, a viſible contempe 


of others, with ſeveral inward 4:ſorders, which evidently de- 


clare their original. This internal change, thro' the cun- 


ning of the deſtroyer, they themſelves may take for ſome ſu- 


pernatural effett of truth, and be thereby*hardned beyond con- 
viction 3 whereas they that look on, obſerve it with con- 
cern and ſorrow, to be one of the moſt dreadful and affect- 
ing proofs, as well as fruits of a ſpiritual deluſion.” | 

The ſeaſon when the Tares were ſown, was when men 


ſept, ver. 25. When miniſters grow indolent and careleſs, for- 


getting the flock, and profeſſors ſecure and, ſtupid, neglect- 
ing their Souls: This is their fin, and it is the enemies op- 


portunity. When men come to be glutted with the truth, 


weary of it, they ſoon begin to flight and bath it, they 
grow daily more barren under it, and feeling no effects of 


it in their hearts, they are willing to let it go. And there- 
ſore it is but 3 


with God, to give up them who received 
not the truth in the love of it, to ſtrong deluſions, that they may 
believe a lie, 2 Theſ. ii. v. 10, 11. Satan ſhall not be bs | 
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did not raſhly judge them to be tares, this they ſaw. m_ 


\ 


Rrained; and he will not loſe ſo favourable an opportunity; 
Wherefore he ſows his ſeed, and is himſelf unperceived; and 
the tares meeting with hearts ſuited to them, and diſpoſed 
to receive them, take root, grow up, bring forth fruit in a- 


bundance, and ſometimes grow formidable, appearing in all the 


corners of the field, yea, all over it. 
The ſervants obſerved the tares ſprung up, when it was too 


late. They ought to have watched before they were ſown. 


They were not however deceived, nor did they out of a 
miſtake fanſy that tares were growing up, when they were 
not: No, they ſax them, knew them, and diſtinguiſhed them, and 
that certainly and truly, from the good ſeed, ver. 26, 27. This 


_ clearly ſhews us, I think, three things; that theſe tares were 


not heathens, open adverfaries, but men living within the pale 
of the church, and profeſſing faith in Chriſt. That they were 
not ſuch whom we commonly call hypocrites, acknowledging 
the truth, bur denying the power of it, or who under the 
colour of a publick profeſſion ſecretly work iniquity. 
For ſuch are not ſo eaſily perceived. While their iniqui- 
* hid, none ſhould think them hypocrites, none can know 
them to be ſuch but God. And when their ſinful way is 


| known, they are no longer hypocrites; and the rule is plain 


how the church is to deal with them. Bur that they are 
perſons of dangerous principles, which, under the colour of 
truth, naturally and neceſſarily lead to bad practices. They 
may not hold any tenets directly teaching, or which in any 


ſenſe patronize, any thing which is commonly called inmo- 


rality. But yet their errours draw men off from the principle, 
means, rule, and end of goſpel obedience ; and are failures 


in, or inconſiſtent with the faith and holineſs which our 


Lord requires. Let the reader compare this, with what was 
faid above, for his abundant ſatis faction. . 

The ſervants are brought in asking their maſter, with won- 
der, hence the field had the tares, ſince ſuch conſequences 
could not ſurely be deduced, nor ſuch fruit ſpring from 
the good ſeed. It would ſeem they did not reflect upon 
their own drowſineſs and negligence. Being told, that an 


enemy had done this, they asked him further, wilt thou then 


that due go and gather them up? ver. 27, 28. It is plain they 
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nour if they were gathered up; and therefore deſire to know 


his will. Their Lord anſwers them in the negative, ſubjoin- % 
ing a reaſon, lef# while ye gather up the tares, ye root p alſo 


the wheat with them, ver. 2.9. 
It is obſervable, that our Saviour gives no particular ex- 


plication. of this part of the parable, though we may think 
it needed to be explained, as much as the other parts. By 
that he teaches us, that many things in a parable may be 
added purely for the decorum of it; that every circumſtance 
is not to be anſwered by ſomething in the explanation, or that 
this was not the point he deſigned to inſtruct them in from 


it. However, one at leaſt of che reaſons, why he would 


not allow of their gathering up the tares, was; that tho', in 


moſt caſes, they might clearly diſtinguiſh betwixt the rares 
and the wheat; yet in ſome others there was 
miſtakes. Many might receive ſome tares with the good feed, 


and yet the good ſeed might prevail. Others might receive 


ſeveral errours of a dangerous nature in their heads, and from 


ſeveral cauſes plead for them, who receive them not prattically, - 
but in the whole of their Ie ſhew that rhe good ſeed was 
growing in their hearts. Some may, in their younger years, - 


thro' their education or otherwiſe, have ſucked in the tares, 
before they could diſtinguiſh betwixt them and the good ſeed; 
to whom God may, according to his purpoſe of election, re. 
veal the trith with power, enclining and enabling them 


to reject the tares and. receive the good ſeed, by which they 
may be renewed in heart and life; and therefore would not 
Beſides, the drife of the parable was 
viſible 
church, in leſs or more, in all ages, even to the end of the 
world ; that offences muſt needs come, and that there ſhould not 


have them gathered up 
to declare that there ſhould be u mixtare in t 


be a thorow ſeparation till the day of judgement. 


The harveſt, is the end of the world, wer. 39. When 


the ſon of man ſhall come in his glory, and all the holy angels 
with him, ny pate the throne of his glory, when all . 
3 a ; _ C | | * : 
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of the Field explained. "2. | 
did they diſcover any malice againſt them, or delight in their 
deſtruction. But they thought, and that rightly, that che 
tares were a diſgrace and curſe to the field, and that they 
might be hurtful to the good ſeed. And ſince they were 
not of his ſowing, they imagined it might be for his ho- 
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is The Paralle of the Tares = 
ſhall be gathered before him, and he ſhall ſeparate them on: 
from another, as a ſhepherd doth the ſheep from the goats, 
Matt. xxv. ver. 31, 32. The ſower fhall then be the 


judge. 


The reapers, are the angels, who ſhall be employed on that 
great occaſion, to gather out of rhe field (here called his king- 
dom) all the  tares of every kind, many of which lived 
unobſerved here. | | | 
They ſhall garher out, ſays our Lord, all things that of. 


fend IId vra rd Sravda)a, all offences, a metonymie for all 


that have offended others, or have been offended | themſelves, 
This word is frequently, if not always, in the new teſtament 


uſed, ro expreſs that kind of offence at any _ which, 


may be an occaſion of erring from the truth, or ſtumbling 
and falling in our way. Or in the words of Solomon, which 


may cauſe the righteous to go aſtray in an evil way, Pro. xxviii.Þ 


ver. 10. It is plain, from the very next clauſe, that this 


is the meaning of the word in this verſe: ſince they tha 
offend are diſtinguiſhed from them that work iniquity, or the 


vitious and immoral. The deſign of the parable confirms 
this, as well as many other texts. Vo to the world becauſe of 
offences, ſaith our Saviour, Matt. xviii. ver. 7. It is impoſſi- 
ble but that offences muſt come, Luke xvil. ver. 1. The ſame 
word is found in both places. The man by whom they 
come, is he who faith or doth any thing to or before his bro- 
ther, deſignedly or not, to turn him from the faith, ſeduce him 
into dangerous errour, diſcourage him in the way of holineſs, 


or draw him unto fin. They 1hat are offended, are ſuch, who, 
either wander out of the way of truth, ſtumble and fall in 


it, or are brought into a wavering, unſettled ſtate, ever learn- 
ing, aud never coming to the knowleage of the truth, 2 Tim. iii. 


ver. 7. This often proves his ruin: whereas, he that gives the 
offence, is guilty of his own fin and his brothers too. Chriſt | 


himſelf is the great oxa'vankov, ſtone of ſtumbling, and roch 


of offence, 1 Pet. ii. ver. 7, 8. He was ſet for the fall as 
well as for the riſmg again of many in Iſrael, and for a ſign that 


ſhould be ſpoken againſt, that the thought s of many hearts might 


be revealed; Luke ii. ver. 34, 35. Our Lord knew this 


well, and therefore concluded his anſwer to John's diſciples 


with theſe words; Blefſed is he whoſoever ſhall not be offendcd | 
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that a man of ſorrows and acquainted with grief, ſhould pre- 


the wages of their anrighteouſneſs. 


firſt for unbelief, the Jaſt for diſobedience. 
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in me, Matt. xi. ver. 6. The chief offences, in all ages of 
the church, have been taken at him. Some have been of- 
fended at his natures, others at his perſon. Some have ſtum- 
bled upon his ngeauncſe, others upon his dignity and glory. - 
Jews of old, and at this day, are offin d to al 


tend to be their Meſſiah ; and many bhereticks of the firſt ages, 
could not, would not believe that the ſor of God became 


man, ſuffered and died, they thought this ſo worthy of 


him. Others, both of old and of late, are offended at his di- 
vinity, they cannot, will not believe, that the Son is co-efſentie 


| al with the Father, and that he thought it no robbery to be equal 


with God, Phil. ii. ver. 6. Though he expreſsly faid, at 
ſeveral times, ſeveral things -which he neither could nor 


ii. would have faid, had not this been true. Many every where 


have been offended at his doftrines, precepts, ordinances, grace, 


| croſs, people, &c. and all of them have thereby been turned 
out of the way of faith and holineſs. 


And all that work, iniquity. ver. 41. which iniquities are ei- 
ther the genuine fruit of their opinions; for rares produce 


tares, as wheat doth 2pheat. Or we may rather underſtand | . 
| the wicked, and the inner, which allo live within the verge of 


the viſible church. Not every one that fins, or commits ini- 
quity, for all are ſinners, even the belt, every day; bur he 
who is the ſervant of ſin, Rom. vi. ver. 16. who is habitu- 
ally wicked in the general courſe of his life, even tho? it 
might not be known by others; or the profane, or more a- 
vowedly vicious. | 

Under theſe two characters are all the wicked in the viſible 
church comprehe#nded.”. They are joined together, and that 
deſervedly ; for both are unrighteous, and both ſhall receive 
The firſt ſort 'tis true 
might be outwardly blameleſs, as to groſs immoralities; the 
other might be very orthodox : But both muſt depart 3 the 
Thoſe would 
not bring down their minds to receive the truth; theſe 
would not work up their hearts to the practice of holineſs. 


The firſt reject Chriſt as a prophet, wreſting his words, and 
contradicting his doctrines; the laſt, as a , flighting his 


authority, and fulfilling the luſts of their own hearts. Thoſe, 
| C2 whatever 
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20 The preſent Character of the 
whatever they pretend, never come up to true evarpelical lo. 
lineſi; nor have they that faith whereby they may believe to 
ſalvation. In a word, both are 5 — 4 iſobedient; 
and therefore, both ſhall depart into everlaſting fire, prepared for 
tie devil and his angels. Mat. xxv. ver. 41. They are the] 
children of the wicked one, and. ſhall, as it 1s meet, be, and be pu- 2 
wiſhed with their father. | 
Whereas the children of the kingdom ſhall then be received] 
unto that happy ſtate prepared for them. Then ſhall the rig - | 
reous ſhine forth as the ſun in the kingdam f their . 4 
ſpeaking to which, we ſhall 


E: Conſider ha 8 of ho children of the ber . 
they are here called righteows. | 2 


II. Their happineks they. ſhall. ſhine forth as the ſin. 


III. The ſtate or place of this their glory and happineſs, . 
. the kingdom of their Father. E 


Wt. IV. Offer a thought or two, upon the ens, or 
| | concluſion, he that hath ears to hear, let him hear. | 


Wh © And then apply the whole in ſome uſes. 


I. Let us conſider the preſent character of the children 
"Ar of the. k.ngdom, they are here called righreous. 

Bi | This v. ord is both in ſcripture and in common converſation | 

| uſed to fi ignify thoſe that are, or are to be eſteemed righte- 
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1 ous, either in the fight of God or men. In the laſt ſenſe, 
1 ſometimes it ſi onifies choſe who are innocent and unblameable, | 
| . as to any particular caſe only, Deut. xxv. ver. 1. Or who 
have done others no evil; thus Iſhboſbeth was a righteous per- 
ſon, 2 Sam. iv. ver. 11. Sometimes they are ſuch who are 
1 to be ſo eſteemed by men. Thus all perſons are to be eſteem- 

| ed righteous as to any accuſation or charge brought againſt | 
them, till the circumſtances, evidence, or confeſſion of the par- 
ty prove him guilty: and it is a moſt unrighteous thing in 
any to judge otherwiſe. And thus alſo all perſons making a 
credible profeſ on, are, in the ad a of charity, to be 355 | 

te 
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be. ted righteons, till by their known hereſier or practice, they give 
e to them. reaſon to alter their minds. 
ent; But moſt frequently the righteous in the new teſtament, 
d for are they who are ſo, and accounted ſuch before God. The 
the] ſcripture ſpeaks of two ſorts of righreonſneſſes, upon the 
pu. account of which men are judged righteous in the ſight of 
cheir judge. | 3 tk 
ived There is a legal perfect righteouſneſs, conſiſting in an abſo- 
h- lute conformity to the whole law of God. To this it is 
In] required that the righteous perſon be perſonally and perpetually 
perfect in all reſpects required by the law, complying witn 
all its demands, as to matter and manner, without any the 
dom, leaſt failure, in any circumſtance, in thought, word, or 
deed, either by fins of omiſſion or commiſſion. Were any _ 
© righteous with this kind of righteonſneſs, they would need no 
other, but ſhould live in and by it, for the man that doth 
| them ſhall live in them, Gal. iii. ver. 12. But no meer man 
neſs, | fince the fall, is, or can be righteous in this ſenſe. There is 
none righteous, no not one, Rom. iii. ver. 10. All have famed, 
and come fhort of the glory of God. ver. 23. F we, even 
or] believers, ſay that we have no ſim, we deceive ourſelves, and the 
truth is not in us. 1 John i. ver. 8. The wiſe man aſſures 
us, that there is not, even, a juſt man upon earth, that doth 
good, and ſinneth not. Eccleſ. vii. ver. 26. 

There is an evangelical righteouſneſs, which is of a quite 
dren different kind from the former; ſo called, becauſe it 1s decla- 
red and required by the goſpel, promiſed and given in the new 
covenant. This righteouſneſs conſiſts of that which 1s graci- 
ouſly imputed, powerfully infuſed, and, by the aſſiſtance of 
che ſpirit, duly improved. In this ſenſe, jaſtiſied and ſanctiſiec 
perſons, and they only, are righreous. ; 2 8 
But without going farther, we may learn the character of 
the children of the kingdom, and wherein their righteouſneſs cons 
fiſts from the context. And that both 5 


1 Negatively : And 
2. Poſitively. 


I. Negatively. | | 
The children of the kingdom receive not the tares. The 
children of the wicked ane do indeed receive them, believe we 
| | plea | 


— 
. 
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plead that they are the goed. They wreſt the word of 
God, putting new and unnatural ſenſes upon it, turn it to 


ſubſerve purpoſes for which it was never deſigned, to make 


it ſpeak their ſenſe, and countenance their errours; and there- 


by make our Lord the patron of falſehood, which is a moſt 


uuriglueous thing. But the children of the kingdom refuſe 


the bares. They are not carried about with every wind of doctrine; 


much leſs do they give way to itching ears, deſiring to hear 


any thing but the plain, ſample, truths of the goſpel. Having 


received the ſincere milk, of the word, 1 Pet. ii. ver. 2, they 


ſeveral ages; but underſtood and held faſt the rule of faith, 


The children of the kingdom fend not. They who do, 
either HFending others, or ſtumbling themſelves, are guilty of 
#nrighteonſueſs, in leaving the paths of truth, and drawing | 
others after them. But the children of God are not end- 
ed in Chriſt, his perſon, natures, ſtates, offices, doctrines, inſtututi- | 
ons, laws, people, or creſs. So far from it, that Chriſt hinsſelf, 


and every thing he ſaid, promiſes, requires, and does, are preci- 


eus exceedingly ſo to them, 1 Pet. ii. ver. 7. They hear- | 
tily love his nume, image, intereſts, and people. Theſe are all | 
righteous acts. Nor do they offend others, laying a ſtumbling | 
block before them, to. diſcourage them, turn them out of Wy 
their way, or cauſe them to fall in it. They that pro- 
feſs the truth, walking agreeably to it, and charitably bearing | 
with the infirmities of their weaker brethren, abridging or | 
denying themſelves of ſomething which they might law fully 
do, for their fakes, can never be the ſinful occaſion of any man's 


fall. | 
The children of the kingdom ork not iniquity. The tares 
do ſo, which ſhews their wnrighteonſneſs, But gs for them, 


they 
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find all opinions contrary to it raſteleſs, and hurtful; and there- 
fore they ſhut their ears and hearts againſt them. Having | 
taſted the old wine, they refuſe the new, becauſe they know the 
old is better. Theſe are evidently act of righteouſneſs. And | 
it cannot be too much regarded, that amongſt all thoſe, who, 
either in the old or new teſtament, are called ſincere, wpright, | 
blameleſs, or righieous, there is not one of them, #0 not one, 
who received falſe opinions, and heterodox notions, or ſwer- 
ved from the faith of the church of God, according to the | 


meaſure of the revelation they were bleſſed with, in their Þ 


— 


- 
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Children of the NMiungdom. 23 
| they walk not in the counſei of the ungodly, they ſtand not in the 
of way of ſinners, nor fit in the ſeat of the ſcornful, Plal. 1. ver. 1. 
to hen ſinners entice them, they conſent not, Prov. i. ver. 10. Nor 
ake Þ do they turn unto the paths that lead to death. All theſe are 
re. righteous things. W | 
oft That this is the character of the children of the kingdom, 
uſe is manifeſt, from the oppoſition made bet wixt them and the 
ne;  tares, That which made the rares the children of the wicked 
ear one, can be no part of the character of the righteous. Let 
ing it however be remembered, that the children of God, are 
ey not in this life perfect, even in this negative righteouſneſs : no, 


gere- | but the habitual bent of their ſoul, and the general courſe of 


ing their deportment, are conſtantly oppoſite to the things men- 
the tioned. They may have tranſgreſſed, or may tranſgreſs in 
\nd all theſe, not only before converſion, but after it; yet ſtill 
ho, the biaſ# of their hearts leads them the other way. God may 
g, permit his children for a time, for ought I know, not on- 
one, ly to doubt of ſome neceſſary truth, but to receive ſome of the 
ver- tares; and may afterwards give them repentance, to the acknow- 
the ledgement of the truth, 2 Tim. ii. ver. 25. They ſhall not die 
in unbelief, or dangerous errours. They may ſometimes give 
ſoffence to others, or be offended themſelves, but God will re- 


do, cover them to a better mind. They may ſometimes fall, _ 
of {and that grievouſly ; there are few acts of groſs immorality, 
ing which ſome or other of the children of the kingdom, have 

-nd- not ſometimes committed. There are many more inſtances 


Jof this ſort recorded in ſcripture, of the moſt emineptly 
godly, than of their wandrings from the faith ; for of their 
Woppoſition to it, in any thing, at leaſt, that is material, I find 
hot one ſingle one. But when they fall, they ariſe again, they 
pre brought to a ſenſe of the evil of their fins, they are 
Eprieved and humbled for them, and turn from them. Un- 
er all their failings, they are habitually ſer againſt ſin, 
In fin, as ſin; for they hate 2 falſe way, Pſal. cxix. 


ring per. 104. If they do at any time fin, they do what they 
or gould not, and can with the apoſtle enter their proteſtation, 
ully What it is no more they that do it, but fin that duvlleth in them. 


Rom. vii. ver. 15. 


2. Poſi- 


— ——— — 


Te preſent Character of the 


The children of the kingdom, 1. Hear, underſtand, recen 
and keep the good ſeed, the word of truth. Hearing is ne- 
ceſſary to work faith in them, for fairh cometh by hearing, 


> 

* 
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2 

; | * 
ap 
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Rom. x. ver. 17. The hearing the word preached, to ſay 


| . 

il F the leaſt, is more frequently bleſſed to produce a true ac. 
it tive faith, than the reading it. They underſtand wha 
| they hear, elſe they hear in vain; the preacher being no 
| And yet miſunderſtanding is certainly much worſe. They 4 


receive the ſeed alſo, laying it up in their hearts, embracing 
| it as truth, the truth of God, which effe&ually worketh u 
1 them that believe, 1 Theſſ. ii. ver. 13. They chuſe it, ru- I 

| minate upon it, let it {fink down, digeſt it, and thereby tur 1 

1 | | it to their ſpiritual life and nouriſhment. So that attention 


| | better to them than a barbarian. 
| 


knowledge, aſſent, and delight are all neceſſary, and all found 
an / in them. They receive all zhe good ſeed, the whole word off 
| | God, as his word, making no objeCtions. They ask no o- 
lj | ther reaſon or ground of faith, but the authority of God 

ſpeaking to them in the ſcriptures. They are humble, do 
cile, tractable hearers, not allowing themſelves to cavil at 5 


1000 ſimplicity, obſexrity, or imperſpicuity of the ſcripture ſtyle, th 
| I | ſublimity of ee . ſpirituality of the ner hen 1 
1 revealed. They are afraid of indulging any thoughts of 1 


| Bible, that might refle& either upon it ſelf, or the author. 
Woh They quarrel not with the great truths of the goſpel, a 
| . with hard ſayings, which none can bear, Joh. vi. ver. 60. Not 
1118 do they in a proud, or ——_—— way, cry out, how calf 
theſe things be, John iii. ver. 9. Much leſs do they refuſ 
| to believe what # revealed, becauſe they know not the 
manner of things, which is not revealed. But they receiuf 
Il the word, endeavour to know it in its true meaning, in the} 
0 uſe of all lawful and appointed means, praying for divird 
| illumination, ro make them underſtand what is obſcure or 
110 difficult, and for grace to improve what they know. In fine 
{I they entertain and uſe the ſcriptures as their light, rule, food 
i ſupport, and comfort in life and death. Theſe are ſurely ati} 
of righteouſneſs, to receive and improve the good ſeed, fol 
ſuch happy purpoſes. 


ildren of the Mingdom. 3 
I it be asked, How fhall we, among ſo many parties, and 
To various and contrary opinions about the ſcriptures, be ſure, 
that we rightly underſtand them, and are nor miſtaken? 
Au. A great many places are ſo eaſy and clear, that 
| an ordinary capacity, if there is but an honeſt mind, can hard- 
y miſs the true ſenſe. As to thoſe paſſages that are obſcure, 
8 aifrcult, and hard to be underſtood, of which, it muſt be 
owned, there are many; they are either nor fo neceſſary to 
be known, bur that we may be ignorant of them without 
danger; or they may be explained by other texts, where 
the ſame ſubject is more diſtinctly and plaivly handled. 
But as to theſe, if the children of God cannot underſtand 
ung them at all, they do not therefore loſe a reverence for that 
word of God, peeviſhly diſregard what they know, or lay 
all aſide as uncertain and unintelligible. But they give 4 
general aſſent unto them, as true 3 good, being the worde 
f God,; and they may learn ſomething from them, tho 
they cannot fathom their depth. In this cafe, they are con- 
tent te own their ignorance, wait and pray for the directi- 
on of the ſpirit in the uſe of means. T0 dare not be 
raſh and bold in interpreting them, much leſs wickedly per- 
vert them to their own deſtruction, 2 Pet. iii. ver. 16. 
They preſume not to turn them againſt any kzown truth, 
or any part of the analogy of faith ; or ſer them up againſt more 
plain, caſy phraſes that more frequently occur; or, without 
apparent cauſe, admit of any ſenſe, contrary to the opinions 
Jof the pious and learned, who have lived before them. 
vi Modeſty in theſe things, I take to be a great virtue. But 
nel as to all that is neceſſary to be believed, known, and done, in 
order to ſalvation, they are ſo clearly, perſpicuonſly, and plainly 
e revealed, in ſome place or places of the word, that even per- 
ſons of mean capacities, may come, in the diligent uſe of or- 
dinary means, to the certain knowledge of them, and of the 
words, phraſes, and propoſitions in which they are delivered. 
T his was, and is, i} conſtant adottrine of all the proteſtant 
¶ churches, in oppoſition to the neceſſity of having an hu- 
man infallible judge of controverſy, which is one of the 
chief pillars of popery. Nor can a truly ſerious perſon ſo- 
g berly bring himſelf to doubt of this, without a wicked im- 
M peachment, either of the goodne/F of God that he would not, 
W . 1 | 


Or 


26 Ihe preſent Character of the 

or of the wiſdom of God that he could not, deliver his] 
mind, in things zeceſſary to all his people, in ſuch a way, 26 
to be certainly underſtood by them all. Beſides, if this be de- 
nied, the titles given to the ſcriptures, that they are 4 gh, 
a rule, &c. are manifeſtly abſurd. Vet let it be ſtill re- 
membred, that the illumination of the Holy Spirit, to open 
our cyes, to behold the 2wonders of his word, and to ſhine upon 
the word, that the enlightned eye may more clearly perceive it, 
is abſolutely neceſſary to the getting ſuch a knowledge, and] 
working ſuch a faith in us, as will be ſufficient for our ſal. 
vation. f 5 

This priviledge all and every child of the kingdom hath, 
which will ſecure him from finally falling from any neceſſa. 
ry truth, or continuing in, and under the power of any 
damnable errour; 9 1 ſaith the apoſtle, John, expreſsly, 
when warning profeſſors againſt ſeducers, x Joh. ii. ver. 27. 
But the anointing which ye have received of him, abideth in jou; 
and ye need not that any man teach jon: But as the ſame an. 
ointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lit, 
and even as it hath taught Jou, ye L abide in him, Chriſt, 
or in it, the anointing which teacheth you the truth. 

2. The children of the kingdom are begotten again by th 
word of truth, James i. ver. 18. They are regenerated, and) 
renewed in the ſpirit of their minds, by the Holy GEN 
working with the word, Tit. iii. ver. 5. By their rege. 
neration they become children which they were not before. 
They could not be the children of the kingdom without this 
For except a man be born again, he cannot 70 much as ſee the 
kingdom of God; either his kingdom among men, or that 2. 
bove. The word is the incorruptible ſeed, which being ſown | 
and ſanctified by the Holy Ghoſt, awakens the unconvertedſ 
elect, convincing them of ſin, humbling them for it, work. 
ing that godly ſorrow which ſhall never be repented of, 2 Cor. 
Vil. ver. 10. Producing a fear of what may follow; a ha- 
tred of fin, all fin, as fin; a defire of deliverance, a firm re- 
ſolution to turn to God, and berake themſelves 70 him 2 
is made of God unts his people wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanttifr| 
cation and redemption, 1 Cor. i. ver. 30. to depend upon 
Fim, as the author and finiſher, of faith, Heb. xii. ver. 2 
2½ is exalied as a prince and a ſaviour, to give repentance an 
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| Children of the Kingdom. 27 
forgiveneſs of hu, Acts iii. ver- 37. And who can enable all 


that come unto him to live and walk with God by faith, 
in all the ways of truth and holineſs. Thus far the Spirit 
7 worketh with the word, and the elect work with and under the 
Spirit. Theſe are all manifeſtly righteous acts. c 
are brought to this, a day of God's power paſſeth on them, and 
his almighty arm is revealed, in making them willing to cloſe 
with a Saviour for falvation, efficacious ww is put forth to 


When things 


work the ſaving change in them; they are born again, Joh. iii. 


ver. 3. A new heart is given unto them, and à new ſpirit is 


put within them, Ezek. xxxvi. ver. 26. The Holy Spirit is 
given them, to be in them a well of water ſpringing up unto 
everlaſting 15 Joh. iv. ver. 14. The root, principle, and 
habits. of all inherent righteouſneſs, are then infuſed. © And 
theſe are the firſt bleſſed fruits of the good ſeed. Nor can 


any man work works truly righteous without that. For 
as is the principle, ſo are the acts; as is the tree, ſo is the 
ſtuit; as is the heart, ſo is the life. A new heart naturally 
produceth a new life; and tho there may be ſome external 
reformation, without an internal thorow change, yet is this 


never called righteouſneſs, nor is it acceptable to God with- 


cout the other. Either make the tree gend, and his fruit good; 
© or elſe make, the tree corrupt, and his fruit corrupt. There 


is no evangelical righteouſneſs then without or before regene- 


ration. | 

z. The children of the kingdom, are juſtified perſons, de- 
clared and accounted righteous. As they cannot be the chil 
dren of God in any ſenſe before they are born again; no more 
can they be heirs without or before j»/?ification. Can children of 


vrath, who are actually under a ſentence of condemnation, Joh. 


li. ver. 18. be heirs of God ? Can thoſe who are juſtly expo- 
ſed to hell- fire, for their manifold wickedneſſes, as all the not 
juſtified are, be righteous or called fo in the ſight of him who is 
their judge? What, all the children of the kingdom, are adopted 
children. They are naturally aliens, rangers, foreigners, bred 
up under another father in another family ; but have power given 


41 them to become the ſons of God, Joh. 1. 12. They receive the 


adoption of ſons, Gal. iv. 5. Now adoption never prececds, but 
is included in, or immediately accompanies juſtification. In a 
word, no man under the condemnation of the law of God, can 

N D 4 be 


28 The preſent Character of the 
be righteous, before, him; and therefore it is evident that the 
children are ſaſiſſied before they can be called righteous, And 
ſeeing the juagement of God is according to truth, ; 5 cannot de- 
Clare any man righreous who 15 not ſo, tor this would be to judge 
unjuſtly : therefore it is plain, that the juſtified muſt have a 
righteouſaſs upon the account of which, they may be in truth 
declared righteous. This e is not of our ſelves, nor 
in our felves : for all our righteouſneſſes are as filthy rags, Th. Ixiv. | 
ver. 6. even the righteonſneſſes of the propher himſelf ; but the 
can never jz/tify. And therefore it is ſelf-evident, that if we at 
are juſt fied in this life, and cannot be juſtified without 4 righ- A 
zeouſaeſs ; and our own righteouſacſs cannot juſtify it ſelf, or us; 
then are we juſtificd upon the account of the righteouſneſs of 
another. Now this alone is the righteouſneſs which is, by the | 
faith of Chriſt, who is Fehovah our righteouſneſs, Jer. xxiii. ver. 
6. And this is made ours, by the grace of God imputing it | 
to us, For bleſſed is the Man to whom the Lord impnteth righteouſ. 
neſs Without works, Rom. iv. ver. 6. and by faith receiving and 
applying it; as the Apoſtle frequently declares. Chriſt is 
made of God unto us for righteouſneſs, 1 Cor i. ver. 30. And 
2e are made the righteouſneſs of God in him. 2 Cor. v. ver. 2 1. 
He, did not only bear our ſint, and was made a curſe for 
us to redeem us from the curſe, Gal. iii. ver. 10. but he ful- 
filled the lan, and obeyed. for us that we might be juſtified. 
For if by one man's offence, death reigned by one; much more 
they who receive abundance of grace, and of the gift of righteouſ- 
neſs, ſhall reign in life, by one Feſus Chriſt. For as by one mans 
diſobedience mary were made ſinners: ſo by the obedience of one | 
ſhall many be made righteous, Rom. v. ver. 18, 19. Chriſt is 
the end of the law for righteouſneſs to every one that believeth, 
Rom. x. ver. 4 It was the righteouſneſs of Chriſt alone, in 
2which the apoſtle deſired to be found, Plal. iti. ver. 8, 9. Theſe, 
and many other texts, make it evident, that the apoſtle did 
not think, that e pardon of ſin alone is juſtification ; no, he 
ſpeaks of a righteouſneſs whereby we are juſtified. Now par- 
don is not righteouſneſs, and remiſſion of ſin, though it pil 
charges from guilt, yet it makes none righreour. Seeing then 
all that are pardoned are declared righteons alſo, it follows, that 
when God jaſt ſies, he imputeth righteouſneſs, and pardoneth fins 
at the ſame time. And if the eld are juſtified upon their 
5 : | | 2 believing, 


chen te ee 


or all acceptable obedience, is the obedience of faith, then 


are they juſtified by, and becanſe of the righreonſueſs and me- 
Tits of Chriſt eg God is faid to juſtify the ungodlys 
Rom. iv. ver. 5, Thoſe that are fo in themlelves, and before 
"I are juſtified, tho afterward they are ſanctified and made 
god /. 


be convinced ſamer never did, nor can find any true reſt 
ind quiet Hut in this; righteonſueſi. Nor was, nor ever ſhall 
Iny nan ever be juſtified, ſauctiſied, or ſaved without it. This 
Fas the doctrine of all the reformed churches ; and had 4 
FÞighty influence into the firſt reformation, in oppoſition to 
| e indulgences, ab ſolutiont, penances, pilgrimages, and other ſuch 
Þ:thods of quieting the awakened canſciences of men in the 
3 13 88 And the holy lives, and peaceful deaths of them 
Pat embraced it, are evident proofs, that it is fo far from gi- 
ing countenance to licentiouſneſs; that it wrought more 
powerfully in them to produce univerſal holineſs and obedi- 


ce, as well as peace and joy, than thoſe novel opinions 
at have too much preyailed ſince. Luther laid ſuch a ſtreſs. 
pon it, as to ſay, N Amiſſo articulo Juſtificationis, | ſimul As 
iſa eft tota doctrina chriſtiana. If this be loſt, Chriſtiani- 
goes with it. There are ſome among us, who tell us, 
ith an air as if they knew every thing, that they know no- 
ing. of imputed righteouſneſs ; which I verily believe, nor of 
y other. But when men come to be ſenſible of ſi, and 
$ conſequences, the ſpirituality and extent of the divine laws. 


e holineſs and juſtice of God, with the imperfactiam of all their 


wn righteonſueſs, they will have other thoughts of this mat- 


| the, ſole of ler feet, but. in Chriſt the bleſſed ark, Nor cn 


Wpcar with peace or ſafety before their great judge. Even 


llarmine, the champion for juſtification by works, when 


d therefore was for looking for the mercy of God in 
hriſt alone. Theſe and the like, are the thoughts of dy- 
g men; and of all men who remember that God declaretn 
ne righteous, but thoſe, who are ſo; and that no xighteonſ-: 
/* bur what is in all reſpects perfect, will cover and hide all. 
| . " ! . 


r. In ſuch a caſe they are like Noah's dove, ng no rest 


came to die, ſaw how unſafe it was to truſt to them, 


." 6 The preſent Character of the 
our imperfeftions, when we are called before the bar of the mo 
000 „ 
4. The children of the kingdom are ſanctiſied perſon; 
They receive not the grace of God in vain. The grace tha 
is given is improved. The well that is in them ſprings u. 
The ſeed that was ſown takes root, and appears bringing, 
forth fruit, even all the fruits of the ſpirit, hich are in d 
goodneſi, righteouſneſ?," and truth, Eph. ili. ver. 9. This is ff, 
righteous thing to improve their talents. Hence are they deno- 
minated riglucous, for he. that doth righteouſneſs is righteous, 1 
| 


£ 
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John iii. wer. 7. In the parable, the good ſeed brought 
forth fruit after its kind. Wheat produceth wheat. Thi 
ehildren walk according to a righteous rule, obey a righteouf 
hw, believe righteous promiſes, and depend upon a right ] 
ous God, according to a righteous covenant, and do right 
ous things. They labour to give every one his due, to God 
that which is God's, and to man that which is man's. Thif 
is undoubtedly righreowfneſs. They are diligent in firft tab 
duties, they fear and love God, are careful in his worſhip 
and all the acts of piety ; they are devout and religious. No 
do they forget the ſecond table of the law, but carry them) 
ſelves with juſtice, equity, mercy, and truth to their neighÞ 
bour, doing to all as they would be done by, Mat. vii. ver. 1:1 
They are juſt and honeſt in the ſight of all men. They ee 
member - aſs that they ſhould live ſoberly and temperateh | 
keeping their bodies, which are the temples of the holy Ghoſt 
pure and undefiled ; and aſbing their ſouls in the fountain oper 
ed for fin, and for uncleanneſs, Zech. xiii. ver. 1. Having 
ut on the Lord TFeſus Chriſt, they make no proviſion for tif 
fleſh, to fulfil the luſts thereof. Rom. xiii. ver. 14. The} 
know, that rhe grace of God, which bringeth ſalvation, teacheilſy 
them theſe things, Tit. ii. ver. It, 12. Theſe are all of 
of righteouſneſs, wrought by them, but wrought alſo in_chenf 
by kim Who works all their works in them, Iſai. xxvi. ven 
12. Working in them both to will and to do of his good pleaſurif 
Phil. ii. ver. 13. This is what is commonly called our inf 
rent and perſonal righteouſneſi, which, if we take it for that 
which is Habitual, and that which is actual, is the ſame witli 
pur ſanttification, differing from it only in name. Where thiſ - 
js riot, it is a ſure proce, that perſons are not righteous 1 
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Children of the Ringdom. 31 
moſt any of the former ſenſes. For new acts naturally ſpring from 
new habits, and a new life. A new heart will infallibly 
r/o. ſhew it ſelf in a new converſation. That faith that faſtifies 
tha will certainly ſanttify alſo; or in other words, that faith by 
gs e which men are juſtified before God, will ſurely jaſtiſy itſelf 
aging before men. He who makes Chriſt unto us for juſtification, 
in af will alſo make him unto ut for ſavtification. We readily 
5 15 / grant, that believers from theſe works of righteouſneſi, are fre- 
no. quently in ſcripture ſtyled righreows : but then it muſt be 
#5, i remembred, that none are ſaid to be righteous before God, 
ugh but ſuch as are juſtiſied alſo. Inherent, perſonal righteouſneſs, of 
Thy the right ſtamp, is never found in any, but thoſe bleſſed per- 
tour ſons to whom the Lord impmteth righteouſneſs without works, 
ghteFRom. iv. ver. 6. 1 | | Un. 
50 In all theſe the children of N are * 55 
od feigned, and hearty ; not hypocrites etending only. eir 
Thi _ with : Wu is 2 Tley do not, cannot ſa- 


 tabliFrisfy themſelves with an external ſhew and outward appear- 
ſhipf gance of religion be it never fo. ſplendid, but they do what 
Nos they do with their might. They profeſs not one thing and 
henfWdo another; but heart, word, and action agree. 
eig l They perform all theſe works from a renewed heart, an 
12, inward principle of love to God, and true faith in a Savi- 
Yee our; and that upon goſpel-morives, in a goſpel manner, for 
ately goſpel ends, and by the aſſiſtance of grace promiſed in, and 
7h communicated by the Goſpel. All theſe, as well as the mat- 
per ter of the acts, go to the making up of that ſincere obedrence 
aving which God will accept. And where theſe are not, we ſhall 
t not be afraid to ſay with ſome of the Fathers, that all good 
I heworks, (which may ſeem fo, are called fo, or are i ma- 
chen terially ſo) tho performed with all the /acerity, which an 
work Junrenewed ſinner can poſſibly have, are, at leaſt, but ſplenaida 
hem peccata, ſhining ſms ; or with the church of England *, for that 
ven they are not done as God hath willed and commanded them to be 
eri done, we doubt not but that they have the nature n. 
init 5. The children of the kingdom, continue ftedfaft and un 
tha moveable, wnſhaken and conſtant in their Way. They per- 
witi|Fſevere unto the end, both in faith and holineſs. This is up- 
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32 pe preſent Charakter of the 
poſed in the parable.” The good ſeed grows up to maturir 
25 been. If a man — * Heel > be, or wh 
is eſteemed 7iphreons, ſhonld fall away from the trath, ani 
turn from his righteonfneſs, and commit iniquity ; all his right 
onſneſs that he hath done ſhall not be mentioned, in his fol 
that he. hath famed ſhall he die, Exek. xviii. ver. 24. Buß 
the children of the kingdom, the truh riphreons ſhall hold mf 
their way, and be that hath clean hands ſhall be ſfttonger and 
Nronger, Job xvii. ver. 9. The path of the juſt, is as thi 
ſhining light, that fhineth more and more unto the perfect dy: 
Prov. iv. ver. 8. Grace, like ſeed, is of a growing natur 
Which will fpring up to perfection. Therefore the righrec 
will add to their faith virtue, to their virtue knowledge, pay 
ence, temperance, godlineſs, brotherly kinayeſs and charity, 2 Pal, 
1. ver. 5. 7. Believers do what the apoſtle did, eben forge. 
thoſe thungs which are behind, and reach forth unto thoſe thin, 
which are before, preſſing towards the mark, for the priz# of i 
5 calling of Go in aur ESUS, Phil. iii. ver. 13, 1% 
Thoſe that are regenerate, juſtified and ſanctified, ſhall neva 
Full into total or final apoſtacies from faith'or holineſs, whillÞ 
the foundation of the Lord flands ſure (a), or as long as there if, 
Power" enough in God to keep them. For fo faith the A 
poſtle Perer, in fo many words, when ſpeaking of then 
who art begotten again unto a lively hope, to an incorruptible un 
Heritance; that they are kept by the power of God, through faii 
no n Pet. f. ver. 3-7. P 
Thus you have heard the character of the children of thi 
| — 8 they are righteow. We have ſhewn alſo in why 
ſenſes they are righteous, or wherein their riphreowſneſs conſiſts 
and char from the parable it ſelf, The good ſeed muſt be receſ 
ved; underſtood, and kept, before it can produce fruit. 
mut bo the means of the regeneration of the righreous, otherwit 
they cannot be children at all. Heirs of wrath, while they ar 
fuch, cannot poſſibly be heirs of God; and therefore all mull 
have * 1 given them, whereby they may have 
claim aud title to the inhetitance, before they can be children of 
the kingdom. Te good ſerd, ſprung up, and was perceived t 
bring forth fruit, otherwiſe it had anſwered no valuable end; 


© | (a) 2 Tim. it. 9. l 
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Children of the Kingdom. 33 
J vor could thoſe that received it, haye been called righreos, when 
turiyf guilty of ſo manifold unrighteouſneſſes, as hiding their Lord's 
Who talent in 4 napkin (a); or receiving the grace of God in vain (b). 
„ 4 And the good ſeed in the parable is ſuppoſed to have ſprung up 
right to ripeneſs and maturity before the harveſt, if it had not, it 
vis aft would not have been fit for the barn or garner. 7 
Buff This is a very glorious character indeed, and becoming the 
old mf children of the kingdom. In it there is an admirable mixture 
and f of grace and duty, faith and obedience, the aſſiſtance of God, and 
as b the endeavorrs ft the creature. Here we may ſee grace, mercy, 
Yand power julifying, [antlifying, and keeping the children of he 
kingdom: and yet the children , believing, running, fighting, 


B/iriving, working ont their own ſalvation, and keeping. themſelves. 
Here we find them, laying up in ſtore for themſelves a good foun- 

daion againſ? the time to come, and laying hold on eternal life, 
forge 1 Tim. vi. ver. 19. And yet looking for that bleſſed hope, and _ 
thing ; the glorious appearing of the great God, even our Saviour Feſus 2] 
of t brit, and expecting and praying for mercy of him at that day, | 
2 Tim. i. ver. 18. We now proceed, wit 


ig 11. To conſider the righteous man's happineſs. He ſhall ſhine | 
forth: as the ſun; a phraſe expreſſive of the glory and dignity 
to which he ſhall be exalted, notwithſtanding all preſent im- 
I perfections. 4 SOR 
Ins this life, there are remains of corruption in the breaſt, 
1 which often ſtirs, captivates, defiles; and overcomes the righte- 
eus; and is ſo violent ſometimes, that they do not know 
what to make of themſelves. The law in their members wars 
Ty againſt the law in their minds, and leads them captive, &c. Rom. 

vii. ver. 23. Sometimes 1ſt conceives and brings forth ſin, Jam. i. 
ver. 15. And one fin naturally leads on to another, either to 
IF cloak, extenuate, or deny it; or elſe luſt. puſhes on for a little = 
more gratification. Theſe are not the works of righteonſneſs, but 
74 ſhew the roo great prevalency of ſin in them. So that they 
often groan out thoſe words of the , Apoſtle, O wretched man 

by that 1 am, who ſÞall deliver me from this body of death. Such 
[9 things make others, as well as themſelves to ſuſpect their ſtate. 
I have heard of a very holy man; who uſed: to ſay; he ſhould | 
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0 Luke xix. ver. 20. (8) 2: Cor;. vi. ven ! . | 
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bbſerve, as well as themſelves, doubt of their ſincerity. Be. 


34 Ihe future Happineſs 
mot  kyow what to think of himſelf, were it not for the ti 
Ch. to the Romans. Thele fins and infirmities much darker 
the true glory of the righteous in this world. nd 
The beſt and moſt w/eful of the faints, may in our ſtat 
of trial, be cenſured, defamed, abuſed, and have things laid 
to their charge which their ſouls abhor. Theſe may hun 
their reputation, marr their uſefulneſs, and ſully their juſf 
character; ſo that in this world, their worth is not known, 
The righteouſneſs of Chriſt, whereby the believer is mad: 
riohteons before God, and for which he is declared and ac. 
counted to be ſo by him, which is the faints chief beau 
*ornament, and glory, cannot be ſeen by others. So that in thi 
life he doth nor ſhine. 7” mu 
The Spirit which dwells in the righteous, and his grace 
cannot be diſcerned by others, any more than he ſoungreſ 
of their hearts, and their iegrity before God. Their many 
failures, omiſſions, and other iniquities, make thoſe that 


* 
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ſides theſe, the latent, hidden, unſubdued remains of hypocrij;, ff 
and the other unmortified ſts of the fleſh and of the mind. 
their conſciouſneſs of daily ſins, when no eye ſeeth them, 
may obſcure the evidence of their unfeigned honeſty of heart. 
So that in this ſtate their intrinſich excellency appears not. 
In this world, the righreous may be ſlighted and contemnedÞ 
becauſe of the meannefs of their parts, the ſlowneſs of ther 
capacities, the paucity of their gifts; as well as their out- 
ward poverty, the natural obliquity of their conſtitutions 
and other viſible imperſections. So that their beauty and 
go is tarniſhed. But at laſt rhey ſhall ſbine. Now, even 
in this life, they are the ſous of God, but it doth not yet appear} 
what they ſhall be, 1 Joh. iii. ver. 2. But when the harvf i: 
comes, it will appear that they are, 9 | 
I. Juſtified perſons, whoſe ſms are pardoned, whoſe iniqui. 
ties are blotted out, and whoſe tranſgreſſions are covered, Plal.| 
XXXIi. ver. 12. But remiffion and pardon tho they may] 
abſolve from puniſhment, yer (as we obſerved above) they 
make no man juſt or righteons. A criminal, tho pardoned 
by the judge or king, is not for that leſs a rogue than he 
was: But God pardons none but thoſe ro whom he gives 
4 righteouſneſs, upon the account of which, he may 2 
ot KL 
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of the Righteous. 
declare them to be indeed righteous. Well, it ſhall then 
be ſeen, that the children are compleatly righteous, thro”: 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to them, even the riglre- 
louſneſs which is of God 2 fauh, Phil. iii. ver. 9. That they 
are covered with the robe of righteouſneſs and with the garment 
of ſalvation, If. Ixi. ver. 10. Which robe covers all defects, 
hides. all deformiries, and makes their perſons beautiful and 
comely, through his comelineſi put upon them, Ezek. xvi. ver. 


© ſhall have 2yvaſhed their garments in the blood of the lamb, and 


* 


ale marriage with her glorious Lord. 


high deſcent, being born of God, 1 Joh. ili. 9. Renewed by the 
{Hol Ghoſt, Tit. ili. ver 5. And ſanftified wholly in ſpirit, ſoul; 


ſuitable temper and walk. That they were not like whited ſ6- 


1 Y pulchres, fair without, but imvardly full of rottenneſs and impuri- 
8 %, Matt. xxiii. ver. 37. Then they ſhall appear all fair, with- 


out ſpot, within as well as without, Cant. i. ver. 15. They 
diligently followed holineſs when here, Heb. xii. ver. 14. And 


ing s daughter then ſhine * when it ſhall be known that ſbe 1 
all glorious within ; when all her graces and faculties are per- 
is compleatly renewed after the image of her Lord and Father. 
ow ſplendid then ſhall ſhe be? | 

Wright in the fight of God; that norwithſtanding all their 
28. It will then be known that they did cloſely follow 
the truth, and contend earneſtly for it, Jude ver. 3. That it 


was worth contending for, at the expence, and with the loſs 
of eaſe, peace, reputation, goods, and life; that they did and 


* 


fs | 


14. Oh! how ſhall the, righteous then ſhine? when they 
appear Wit hout ſpot, having on the wedding garment, accked as ; 
a bride, in raiment infinitely more valuable than embroide= 
Tries of gold, which was purchaſed by the obedience of Chriſt 
Jin his life and in his death, in order to the conſummarion of 
2. It ſhall then be manifeſt, that they were nobly born, of 


Jand body, 1 Theſ. v. ver. 23. Yea, that they were partakers of | 
be divine nature, 2 Pet. i. ver. 4. And diſcovered this by a 


ben they ſhall be made perfect in it. Oh! how ſhall be 


fected; and all fin, ſorrow, fear, and miſery, and every imper- 
Fiction ſhall be done away. When it ſhall be ſeen, that ſhe 


3. It will then appear, that they were ſound at heart, and 


failures, the root of the matter was ſtill in them, Job xix. ver. 


ſuffered all, out of a juſt concern for the glory of God, a 
| " MN „ 


36 De future Happineſs 
holy: tenderneſs for trutb, even leſſer traths, and out of pity 
to the fouls of men. It will then be ſhewn, that they did 
not only receive the truth, but were changed into à like. 
neſs. to it, and love of it. That they hated every falſe ay, 
but loved God's law, having a reſpett to all his command ment 5 
' Pal cxix. ver. 6, and 104. That tho they were ſome- 
times entangled by tentation, yet they allowed themſelves in 
no evil courſe, nor walked willingly after the commanamtnts of i 
the Fleſh. It will then be manifeſt, that their hearts were 
honeſt, their views ſingle, their aims fixed, their reſolut ions 
ſteady, their endeavours fincere, and their general courſe aftet 
converſion regular and holy. Oh! how ſhall they ſhine, when 
they ſhall be acquitted from all the falſe charges of Hypocriſ 
deſign, bigotry, fury, peeviſhueſs, ſmgularity, rncharitableneſs, and 1 : 
it may be worſe things, with which they were freely and 
plentifully loaded here. When God ſhall publickly decke 
before all, that what they did which vexed others, proceed. 
ed from their honeſty, tenderneſs, love to God, and fear off 
his judgements, a diſintereſted concern for truth, and that 
they might bear an open teſtimony, in their ſphere, againſt 
all the greater or leſſer defections of their times. 
4. Their good 2orks ſhall then alſo appear. In this life 
they might zor be known, they might be mifrepreſented and 
traduced, but then they ſhall be known, and known to be 
good. Then ſhall it appear, that they were ſound in the'faith 
and ' received: not the tares, but held faſt their profeſſion in 
winnowing times. That their faith was of the right ſtamp; 
not a dead, lifeleſs, rational aſſont; but an operative, efficaciom 
principle of holineſs," perifying the heart within, Acts xv. ver. 9. 
Aud working by love without, Gal. v. ver. 6. It ſhall then 
be declared, that they were thriving profeſſors, who brought 
forth the fruits of the Spirit, Gal. v. ver. 22. That they 
were not altogether barren, but in ſome- meaſure fruitful inf 
piety and obedience. Thoſe works ſhall more eſpecially be 
made manifeſt, which brought moſt honour to Chriſt, and 
were the greateſt arnaments to their profeſſion. Such ai 
works of benignity, charity, and mercy, eſpecially our hoſ. 
pitality, compaſſion, and beneficence, to Chriſt's needy, afflict- 
ed ſervants, Mat. xxv. ver. 34—37. For I was hungry, an 
Je gave me meat, I was thirſty, and ye gave me drink, &c. 18 
| * | is 
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' pity ¶ not to be forgotten that the word righteous, in the orien- 
didi languages, ſignifies the bountiful, generous, kind, and 
like. Maritable man, P/al. xxxvii. ver. 25, 26. He that ſhews mer- 


25%, to the poor acts righteonſly, doing as he would be done by, 


vents, well as obeying the commandments of the Lord to this 
ſome· Jurpoſe. Whereas the Profeſſor who turns away his eyes from 
res in Ms om fleſh, or refuſes chearfully to ſupply the neceſſities of 
rs offs brethren of the houſehold of faith, for the Lord's fake, 
were ems not only to have diveſted himſelf of thoſe bowels of 
tions mpaſſion he ſhould put on for all of his own ſpecies ;. but to 
after ve too good a proof, that his love of God, of a Saviour, and 
when f his brethren, is cold, ſeeing he denies to give to each their 


criſ, ue. The faithful, conſtant, and unſhaken adherence of be- 


and vers to the truth, both in faithr and worſhip ; their rejecł. 


andi g and oppoſing all corrupt mixtures, additions, or depravati- 


echte ns in the ſervice of God; their keeping cloſe to Chriſt in 


ceed . I his ordinances, witneſſing for him even to priſons, confiſca- 


zr olf ons, baniſhments, gibbets, and ſtakes, and their acceptable- 
tha gels to their judge, ſhall then appear. It was not without 
ainſt. eaſon, that a ſpecial command is given by the Spirit to aurite, 
Neſſed are the dead that die in the Lerd, that 11 may reſt 

life m their labours, and their works do follow them, Rev. Xive 

andſ er. 13. They that die in the Lord, or for him, are faid 
o be reſt from their labours, that is, from all their uneaſineſſes, 
ith roubles, hard ſervices, oppoſitions, and perſecutions for his 
n in ke. And their works do follow them : their labours are overs 
mp put their ſervices and ſufferings go with them, the ſweet re- 
ciouFnembrance, the merciful. acceptance, and gracious reward of 
7. 9. em. For God is not anrighteous to forget their work and la- 
then our of love, Heb. vi. ver. 10. | mY 
gh How gloriouſly ſhall the righteoms then ſhine, when all theſe 
they|@hings ſhall appear! They mal ſhine forth, i like 
l in| light that was hid, when the overſhadowing body is re- 
y bel noved. They ſhall ſhine with a liſtre, that ſhall amaze 


and|@hemſelves and others. Then i will appear what they ſhall 


h aße, even that they ſhall be like their glorious Redeemer, 1 John iit. 


hoſ. per. 2. In this life they were indeed righteous, were waſhed 
lict . From their ſins in the blood of Chriſt, were the excellent ones of 


and|Whe earth, Pfal. xvi. ver. 3. But their intriuſick worth and 
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Ie, was ſo ſullied or obſcured, that it was nor perceived, 
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38 De future Happineſs 
at leaſt not diſtinctly, and at all times. But then they (hal 


appear in their true colours. 
T hey ſhall ſhine as the ſun, faith | our 7 5 „ with 4 glorioul 5 
abiding, equal light, which ſhall neither fade nor be overſh:Þ| 
dowed for ever. The ſhining of the ſun is the greateſt 
\ brighteſt, moſt pleaſant, and uleful of all created lights, anal 
therefore is the glory of the righteous compared to it, and re. 
ſembled by it; with this difference, that the ſun is the fountauſf 
of light, at leaſt to our ſjſtem, but the fountain of light ai 
lory 15 not in the —_ themſelves, but. in Chriſt ther 
3 » for he is the true light. They hall ſhine by | 
borrowed light, communicated and transfuſed from him, uſd 
his whole body, and to every member of it. They hal 
ſhine by him, and in him, where he is they ſhall be alſo (0 j 
and while there is glory in him they ſhall | ſhare in it. Ff 
they ſoul eat and drink, at his table in his kingdom, Luke xxii | 
ver. 30. To him that overcometh, faith Chat expreſsly, i 
T grant to ſit with me in my throne, even as 1 aiſo overcame ; 
and am ſet down with my Father in his throne. Here is men 
tion made of ho thrones; the Father's throw, on which : 
Chriſt fat down, hen. he as glorified with that glory, whico | 
he had with the father, before the world aa, John xvii. ver. „. 
The Father's throne and the, Son's are one, their nature and 
lory the ſame, from eternity. The Son alſo hath a particu 
5 throne, as diſtin from the other, which he hath as mi. 
diator, on which he will grant to him that overcometh to ſit will 
him. The head and members ſhall fit on the /ame throne. The 
2 ſhall poſſeſs the ſame kingdom, and partake of the ſam 
5 * with their husband and Lord. They were juſtified by 
„ righteouſneſs ; waſhed in his blood; guided, ſanctified, and 
comforted by his ord and Spirit; preſerved by his power, and 
ſhall at laſt ſhine as the ſun in and with, him. Oh! Bon 
lorious ſhall they then appear? The higheſt angels are neva 
bid to fit upon thrones, much leſs on Chriſt's throne, nor in] 1 
the nature 80 things can it be; but this Honour ſhall all e 
ſaints have, and every Pe ſhall ſhare in the dern of cheif 
all glorious head, 
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| e the Righteous. 39 
The ſun of righteouſneſs himſelf was hid, his glory was veiled, 
hen he tabernacled among us, John i. ver. 14. He was 
Porn, lived, and died under an eclipſe; a few beams only of 
is glory ſhining forth at ſome times, which very few could 
Y-hold, thro? the intervening humanity. The cloud was ſo 
Thick, that rhe eſſential glory of this bleſſed ſun, who was in the 
id re. m of God, could hardly be perceived, when he empried him- 
elf, and too upon him the form of 'a ſervant. But at laſt be 
one forth, and now he ſhines in his own glory, and the 
Flory of his Father. Even fo, his children have a real glory 
ppon them, and in them, even in this life; being clearhed 
irh the robe of righteouſneſs, Iſai. Ixi. ver. 10. And renewed 
er the image of God; but it is often not perceived, it is 
Frequently ſullied and over- clouded, for it doth not yet appear 
vat they ſpall be; but at laſt rhey ſhall ſhine forth at the ſum, 


2 
& 
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ben it appears above the horizon in a morning without clands - 
For ſhall they be - overſhadowed more for eder. 
, The righteous ſhall ſhine in their whole perſons, ſoul and 
body; they ſhall be conformed in both to their head. When 
Chriſt was tranfigured, as a prelude to the glory of his hu- 
pan nature in heaven, notwithſtanding his meanneſs u 
Earth, his countenance did ſhine as the ſun; and the luſtre and 
prightneſs of his body, made his raiment white as the ſnow, 
att. xvii. ver. 2. As his body was then, and is nom in 
Peaven, ſo ſhall rhe bodies of the righteous be; for he ſhall 
FPhange their vile body, that it may be faſhioned like unto his glo- 
Fons body, Philip. iii. ver. 2 1. And, as they have born the image 
" 1842; earthly Adam, they ſhall alſo bear the image of the heaven- 
5. 1 Cor. 15. ver. 49. Here is comfort for the dying 
aint, who may be concerned for his body, and loth to part 
Pith it. His vile body, which is decay ing, waſting and periſh= 
Ing, being a lump of corruption, ſhall rot, and be conſumed 
In the grave; but it ſhall at laſt be changed, and made glo- 
Fious and immortal, like Chriſt's, When AMoſes came down 
om the mount, his face ſhone, Exod, xxxiv. ver. 29. Ste- 
„ en's face appeared to the council, as if it had been the 
Face of an angel, Acts vi. ver. 15. But hereafter the whole 
bodies of the righteous thall ſhine with a greater glory, for 
oben Chriſt, who is their life, ſhall appear, then ſhall 5 alſo ap- 
e with him in glory, Col. iii. ver. 4. | K 


—ͤä— — . à—ü— 


Me ee Kadineſs 


The time is alſo ſpecified, when this (hall be. Then, at th 
end of the world, the times of the reſtitution of.. all things, Ad 
> ver. 21% In the ſparable it is called the harwve „ Whg 
the good ſeed ſhall be grown up, fit far the barn and full rip 
for 5 Then and not be bee. The fouls of the righten 
Hall, immediately after death, be carried by angels into Aby 

-ham's boſom, Luke xvi. ver. 22. and be with their Redeemer i 
| jſes Luke xxiti. ver. 23. who will receive the ſpiri 
which they commit to him, Acts vii. ver. 59. Holy S 
did not dream that. his ſoul would evaniſh into ai 
or die with the body. Nor did he put up his faith off 

in vain. The happineſs of ſeparate ſouls who are wil, 
Chil muſt needs be very great. But death hath. dominil 
over their bodies. And the glory of their whole perſons i, 

not or diſplayed till the reſurrection, when their bodies hl 
be raiſed, — 2 eee in diſhonowr and a 1 
ſhall be raiſed in glory and power, 1 Cor. xv. ver. 43. Wha 
the righteous 2. the 8 of their ſouls is not know 
to a; and their bodies are laid in the grave and ſee co 
ruption, as well as other mens, without any difference. Buff 
when they are refined, they ſhall ſpring up again in g 
for chem that ſleep in Jeſus ſpall God bring with him, 1 Th 
iv. ver. 14. Then ſhall they in their hole perſons, be ah 
ſolved before angels and men, and ener into the joy of the 1% 
1 Matt. xXV. ver. 21. Which leads us, = 


III. To. conſider the ſlate and place where they ſhall club 
ſhine forth, ir is, faith Chriſt, in the kingdom of their pars 
The glory of which in this world we can neither compte 
nor conceive. For eye hath not ſeen, nor car hear 
neither baue entred into the heart of man, the things which Gul 
bath prepared fur them that love him, 1 Cor. ii. 9. - {| 

"Whar knowledge we have of this ſtate is from the cl 
ture. In which, that we might have ſome conceptions oi 
ic, for the ſtrengthning of our faith, the fupporting our 4 | 

rits under preſent | difficulties, the quickcting our def1res alta 
it, and cheriſhing our {endeavours for it ; it is propoſed ll 
us under a variety of metaphors, drawn from the moſt gl 
rious and deſirab 4 things known in this world. Hen 
it is Lg a houſe _ an, city coumry, kingdoms. The Top 
cod 


: 
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of the Rigbteous. 9 
at th denote the ſtability, convenience; beauty, reſt, happineſs, and 
elory of it. It is repreſented as a ſtare and place of ſafery 
ue aud ſecurity, quiet and eaſe, light and joy, life and felicity, ho- 
Ul n ee, and glory of everlaſting continuance. The ſociety and 
Al fellowſhip, the work and exerciſe, the privileges and immu- 

nities of it are deſcribed in beautiful and charming ſtrains. 
It is the prize for which the righteous run, 1 Cor. ix. 24. 


/piri It is the crown for which they fight, 2 Tim. iv. ver. 7, 8. 


5 VB The reward for which they ſtrive, Matt. vii. ver. 13, 14. 
2 a The end of their faith aud hope, 1 Pet. i. ver. 9. Theſe will 


ith make it the more defireable. Oh! who can imagine what 


wi theſe words eternal life, eternal Joy, eternal glory mean ? 
"i In the text it is called a kingdom, to diſcover to us the 


5 ſha 1 bleſſed ſtate and place. The vighreous, even in this life, are 


10" Bviour. They are begoiten again unto a lively hope, to an inheri- 
Fance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away, I Pets 
. ver. 3, 4. Vea, they are made kings by him that loved them, 
Rev. i. ver. 5. Bur they are only minors, and under age li- 
; ing in the expectation of the inheritance. The heir, when 
child, differeth nothing from a ſervant, Gal. iv. ver. 1. But 


e, they ſhall receive the kingdom, being put in the act. 
A poſſeſſion of it. | . | 
It is a kingdom prepared for them, before the fonndation of the 
Perla, Matt. xxv. ver. 34. Prepared in the counſels of the 
Weſed three; and agreed on in the covenant of redemptions 
Neis a kingdom purchaſed: by Chriſt; his blood was a ran» 
eme to redeem the children from hell, and the price that 
as paid for this kingdom; our goel, our near and dear kinſ= 
r redeemed the mortgaged inheritance. It is a kingdom 
„ erved for them who are kept by the power of God through faith 
to ſalvation, 1 Pet. i. ver. 4, 5. | | 


doth not appear that 
Pod, is ſpoken of the firſt perſon. excluſively of the other 


n, unleſs when it is found in contradiſtinction to 2 
N 1 | fon» 


convenience, ſafety, excellency, riches, and glory, of that 


| fi here called the Eee of cho father, that is God. 
the term father, when ſpoken of 


Peiri, heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Chriſt, Rom. viii. ver. 
B17. They are heirs of the ſame inheritance with their Sa- 


the harveſt, when they ſhall arrive at maturity, and become 


3 


s perſons in the Trinity; or that it is appropriate to 


2 — : " 8 = — — > - 2 
— * * — * oh 5 or OOH I A CIT -_ "IS uin Dr Goa = 2 > — . 4 £ 
* G N — 1 2 " — aol. * r * - —— dig - 2 — — "0 — a — = 2 2 2 2 . 
rr ] . ²˙ x o_—_— * wa rr n . — 2 . — —— . e — — — * : — RS 4.7 = 3 — 
4 % e re 2 D ao — 0 - — . 


N 


|” The future ' Happineſs 
fon. God the father, is indeed, and is moſt frequently ſt 


ver. 29. Thoſe that ſuffer with him ſhall reign with hin 


Chriſt? What a bleſſed place is heaven? The Lord God af 
mighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. The glory of Gon 


What is true of the church of Chriſt, in this world, is ces 


led the father of the righteous; but the ſon is alſo their 4 
ther, for every one that doth righteouſneſs is born of him, 1 Jo, 
ii. ver. 29. The whole context makes ir plain that it i 
the ſou of whom the apoſtle ſpeaks. But if this term farben 
were ſo appropriated to the firſt perſon, as never to be appli 
ed to the fon, to expreſs the relation berwixt him and hf 
people; nothing can be drawn from it, to the Diminutionf 
of the eſſential dignity of the ſon. For he is not ſo the 1M 
ther of the righteous, as he is the father of Chriſt. 1 
therefore the firſt perſen is indeed a proper father, and the ſeconli 
perſon, a. proper, begotten, only begotten ſon; his coeſſentiality win 
him, is abundantly, yea, infallibly confirmed. But allowing 
that our Saviour here means his own father, which I den 
not; then the kingdom is called his, becauſe he prepare 
it for the righteous, and elected and deſigned them for i 
Luke xii. ver. 32. And begetteth them again unto a lively ho 
of it, 1 Pet. i. ver. 3. : FEE. 
Let us not however forget, that it is elſewhere expreſs) 
called the kingdom of Chriſt. The everlaſting kingdom of o 
Lord and ſaviour I Es us ChRIST, 2 Pet. i. ver. 11. An 
another apoſtle ſtiles it the kingdom of Chriſt and of G 
Eph. v. ver. 5. 18 eise x, Ot. The diſpoſition of th 
article ſhews that both theſe words may ſignify one and 
the ſame perſon. - The words may be rendered the kingaom 
of Chriſt even God, that is, of Chriſt hd is God, The king 
dom is called his, becauſe he purchaſed ir, he gives it, Joh 
xvii, ver. 2. le appoints unto his people a kingdom, Luke xxiſ 


2 Tim. ii. ver. 12. Oh! What, a happy ſtate muſt th 
be, to be raiſed to a kingdom prepared by the father, auf 
purchaſed. and given by the. fon * How inconceivable will the : 
glory be, Who reign as kings in the fame kingdom wit 


and the Lamb is the light thereof. There the river of 1a 
of life, proceeds out of the throne of God and of the lam 
There grows, the tree of life. There, there ſhall be no mi 
curſe, Rev. xxi. ver. 22, 23. and ch. xxii. ver. I—; 
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| of the Righteous. 43 
tainly more fully accompliſhed: to the ſaints in glory. The 
ranſomed of the Lord ſhall return and come to Zion with ſongs, and 
vverlaſting joy upon their heads : they ſhall obtain joy and plagneſs, 
and ſorrow and ſighing ſhall flee away, Tſai. xxxv. ver. 10. 7 
hall hunger no more, neither thirſt any more, neither ſhall the ſun 
8 hobr on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in the midſt 


y fy: 
err { 
1 Jo 


. 


it h 


nutlon 


he f bains of waters : and God ſhall wipe away all tears from. their eyes, 
Y Rev. vii. ver. 16, 17. Aud ſo ſhall they be ever with the Lord, 
fc Theſſ. iv. ver. 17. Let us now, WY 1 


Ware IV. Offer a thought or two upon the concluſion. Who 


dem hath ears to hear let him hear. 
era Our Lord well knew that this doctrine would not go 
r i down with many. Some would be fo far from underſtand- 

ing, believing, or conſidering it; that they would oppoſe and 
reject it, ſtumble and fall upon it. Many would not fuffer 
themſelves to think, that there can be /o much danger in er- 
our; or that men would run ſuch a riſque for a miſtake, 
which they would plead they could not help. Others would 
fancy themſelves ſafe whether they received the good ſeed, or 
10; they would think the ſcripture is obſcure, and of un- 
certain ſignification, they cannot have ſufficient evidence of 
things revealed; they obſerve, that men eſteem'd learned and 
ine! virtuous, are continually jangling about their opinions; where- 
Nass there is a certainty in natural religion, the duties of mo- 
i rality are capable of demonſtration, and therefore they would 
melt where they might have {are footing ; and as for the geſ- 
Del, thoſe might receive it ho can make any thing of it. There 
would alſo be many apt to flatter themſelves, that rhe bare 
8 7eceiving, or adhering to the good ſeed, goſpel truths, would be 


Well, faith our Lord, Jet ſuch take their courſe, and wait 
the event. But for him that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 
For him whoſe heart is diſpoſed, inclined, and enabled to 
hear, receive, and believe what I have faid ; let him ponder 
t ſeriouſly, receive it with good will, believe it ſteadily, and 
| Improve daily by the inſtructions, excitations, and encourage- 
ments couched in this parable, and the explication of it. 

| F 2 : They 


\ 


of the throne, ſhall feed them, and ſhall lead them unto living foun- 


ſufficient, whether they complyed with goſpel precepts or not. 


4 C | ** 
44  - _ The e Application. 
oy that do ſo ſhall find the advantage of it here and here- 
. after. 
It now remains that we ſhut up all with ſome practical 
reflections. ' From what has been ſaid, we may learn. 
1. That we are not to wonder, if we perceive that the 
tares are ſown, yea growing in our day, yea threatning to waſte 
the field. Theſe things have been, and muſt be. Were it 
not for theſe, our fidelity would not be approved. It is ea- 
ſy to believe, or ſay that we believe, when there is no op- 
poſition made to truth. But it is an evidence of our fear of 
God, and love to a Saviour, when we keep our ſelves clean, 
and are not corrupted with faſhionable errour, or rampaut he- 
reſy. Our duty is to hold faſt our profeſſion, praying for the 
Humination of the holy ſpirit to lead us into the meaning of Wh 
the word, and for his aſſiſtance, that our faith and patience, Wir 
when tried, may be made manifeſt. | 
2. That they, and they only are righteous, who deſerve the 
character given above. Even they who refuſe the tares, 
hear, receive, and hold ſaſt the good ſeed ; who are renew- 
ed and transformed by it; who have it dwelling in them, 
as the rule and ground of faith, and principle of holineſs ; and 
who exemplify it in heart and life. Whatever men may 
or do think of us, none but ſuch are, or ſhall be accounted 
righteous before God. | 3 N 
3. That there are few, very few any where, to whom h. 
character may be juſtly applied. The beſt of us may be 
pſhamed to hear, who they are, Who only are righteous. 
But the greateſt part have no juſt claim to be fo eſteemed 
at all. Many are fo far from ſeriouſly reading the word, 
that it is become a jeſt to them; yea, ſome who are 
for eyer rangling about it. freely and without ſhame, 


declare they never read it. Unto others, it is the occaſion of I 


their falling backward, being broken, and ſnared, and taken, 
Ifai. xxviii. ver. 13. Many of thoſe, who fay they believe 
the ſcriptures, and in words profeſs a mighty reverence for 
them, yet bring their pre conceived opinions to them; and 
ſo do not only interpret them fo as to rally with their abo- 
minations, bur wreſt and torture the ſcriptures to defend 
them, doing this lo their own deſtrattion. 2 Pet. iii. ver. . 

| 5 & Others 
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Others hear, have a rational underſtanding of the good ſeed, 
and are ſound in their principles; but their religion is whol- 
My in their heads, they are meer ſpeculative chriſtians, if that 
3s not a ſolæciſm. A great many receive the good ſeed, up- 
on whom it has ſome good effects; yea, they adhere to the 
profeſſion of it, and do many things, as Herod, Mark vi. 
er. 20. And yet their hearts are never changed, nor their 
Jives thoroughly reformed by it. Shall ſuch a faith ſave 


re- 


ea- 

op- lem! James ii. ver. 14. No! for faith without works is dead, 

r of er. 26. He that knoweth his maſter's will, and doth it not, © 
an, Gall be beaten with many ſtripes, Luke xii. ver. 47, : 
he- 4. That though in this world, the truly righteous may be 


Rraduced, and ſlandered, and things laid to their charge of 
Fhich they are ignorant: yea, though their manifold, viſible 
nfirmities, or grofler crimes, may frequently give too great 
feaſon to themſelves and others to ſuſpect their ſtate; yer 
ey ſhall ſhine at laſt. Their integrity and ſoundneſs of heart, 
heir honeſty" and ſingleneſs in the main, the truth of their 
aith and obedience, as well as their juſtification, ſhall be made 
) 2 1 . 3» 

| kh the righteous, then take heart. The time is at 
and, when a diſtinction ſhall be made between the ſheep 


nay | 
cd d the goats, the Wheat and the tares: When all the charges 


f hypocriſy and rottenneſs, that are advanced againſt them, 


this Mall be ſhewn to be falſe. And when the wicked and the 
be Minbeliever both, with all the tares, ſhall be for ever ſepara- 
dus. ed from them. There ſhall be no Canaanite nor Perizzite 
ned Wh the houſe of the Lord of hoſts, Zech. xiv. ver. 21. 


6. Let the children rejoice in the proſpect of a kingdom, pre- 
ared for him that overcometh. Let this be their comfort in 


me, Mite, and ſupport in death. Which J have no reaſon to doubt 
n of as the caſe of our deceaſed friend, Mrs. Bunny. LY 
len, This good woman was one of thoſe few, who live to old 
ieve (Fe, and get through the world, without any remarkable 
for {Wputation upon their name. A rare thing in one of her 
and ears! She ſhewed- herſelf a quiet diſcreet woman; and an 
bo- {Mumble, modeſt, peaceable, ſerious chriſtian ; a much rarer. 
end ping! Her character as a wife, a mother, a relative, under 


any trials, both of patience and prudence, is better known 
; | | SY = 


} 
46 The eApplication: | 
to many of you, than to me. But I ſeldom on theſe oc. 
fions ſay much of the dead, if it is not of their carriage 
and hope on a death- bed, and that to encourage believers, and I 
excite others to conſider their latter ene. 5 
IE 78 come by the lau, this honeſt, old woma|i 
might have pleaded it, as much as moſt: but ſhe often 4% 
claimed all this, and all dependance upon ir. It was the rig 
zeouſneſs of Chriſt, in which ſhe deſired to appear. The 
door through which ſhe ſtrove to enter, was that of pardon, 
and free mercy in the blood of Chriſt, in and throngh N 
ſhe hoped to be accepted. | — 
She was a ſerious, conſtant reader of the ſcriptures, for mi 
ny years, eſpecially the devotional parts. I frequently found 
her, before ſhe took her bed, reading in the Book of Fan 
Thereby ſhe learned the exerciſes, trials, experiences, delivelf 
rances, and comforts of the ſaints, and often refreſhed herſe 
with them in her ſickneſs. But her chief delight was in read 
ing the 2 3th P/alm, joining in the P/almiſt's prayers, and com 
forting herſelf with the inſtructions and conſolations which thy 
believer may gather from it. She had the firſt words of 
in her mouth frequently, even to the laſt : Unto thee, O Lon 
do J lift up my ſoul, O my God I truſt in thee, let me nt | 
a d. 1 | 
In her laſt lingring ſickneſs, I always found her calm and 
undiſturbed. She appeared ſtill rhe ſame, for many day; 
without murmurings and complaints, expreſſing her hope d 
happineſs very modeſtly; ſhe had not that joy which other 
have had, but ſhe as thankful ſhe had peace, and all her dM 
fire was, that faith and patience might hold ont. | 
When ſhe became weak and very ſick, ſhe earneſtly deſired hq 
diſſolution, and ſeemed to be pleaſed to hear ſhe was fo nei 
her end. Shall I not go over Jordan this night, ſaid ſhe 1 
thoſe about her the night before ſhe died? I hope the 20 
vices ſhe then gave to her children and grandchild, which 
were ſuch as might be expected from ſuch a relation, anf 
ſuch a woman, when hardly able to ſpeak, will never be fo 
otren. 
l Being asked, if ſhe knew whether ſhe was agoing, ſhe a 
ſwered, with much quiet, / am going into eternity, and hi 


* 
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zn the mercy of God through Chriſt, Being then told, that 4 
occi-Wrighteonſueſs was neceſſary, in which ſhe ſhould appear before 
rige her judge: ſhe ſaid, ſbe ker it, giving the ſame anſwer which 


5 and ſhe had often done, ſhe hoped 10 appear in the righteouſneſs of 


| Chriſt, for ſhe had none of her own. I then asked her, whether 
]-ſhould pray with her once more, ſhe earneſtly deſired it, 
with much affection, ſaying theſe words, the Lord help me to 
join with yous for I cannot now do as I would, And within an 
Hour or two after died. 88 | - bold 
My advices to thoſe ſhe has left behind her, are, to look 
back and conſider the mercy of having ſuch a mother. The 


oman 
n 4. 
rigb. 
The 
rdon, 
phom, 


prayers, inſtructions, and example of ſuch-a woman, were 


r much to be valued. Reflect alſo upon your carriage, and 


Found whether you have behaved your ſclves in a becoming man- 


ſalm ner to her. Moſt children are guilty of undurifulnels to pa- 
ſelipe rents, though the fifth, is the firſt Commandment with promiſe. 
nerſelſ Remember her laſt words, her ſickneſs, patience and hope; 
reader them make a deep impreſſion upon you. Think of dy- 
coming. You may not live to her age. I often called upon 


h th you, to come and ſee and learn to die, to obſerve in your 


of 1 mother, what weakneſs, ſickneſs, concern and thoughts of 
Lor heart, death brings with it. Above all, be exhorted to betake 


7 angeppeared to have. 


To conclude, Let all of us ſeriouſſy and affectionately lay to 
heart, the different ends of the good ſeed and the tares. The 


Ware a generation of rares, who tell us, that death is 4 ceaſing to 
be, and that men and women after death know neither pleaſure 


wicked ſhall be condemned, and doomed to eternal death, that 
Is, annihilation, an everlaſting ceaſing to be. They think it very 
bſurd to imagine, that theſe words eternal death, ſhould ſigni- 
ly eternal life and miſery. And happy were it for the _—_ f 

theſe 


your ſelves to him, in hom you may have hope and peace, righte= 
onſneſs and ſtrength, relief and comfort, in life and death, as ſhe 


rares may grow and flouriſh, in this world, yea may become 
formidable, and go far in rooting up the good ſeed. Bur at 
aſt, they ſhall be gathered out of the kingdom, and caſt into a fur= 
nace of fire, where ſhall be wailing and guaſhing of teeth, There 


or pain, till the reſurrection. That when this cometh the 


—— - 
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LINN ss The Application. 5 : 
i der things were true. | But our Bleſſed Lord taught no ff 
i  FDivinity. He tells us, that he will ſay 2 #br Goats on I 


[i 


Ti -  4ft-hand; Depare from me ye curſed into everlaſting fire, provi 
; "pea for the devil aud his angels; Matt. xxv. ver. 41. And ky 7 
| 


1 Helis a ſtate and place, where the worm dieth not, aud the fire 
_ = pot]quenched, Mark ix. ver. 44, 46, 48. On the other hand! 


Ut; the good ſecd, though they may be accounted hypocrires an 
ui doors, may be much: afflicted, oppreſſed, ſlandered, an 
118 abuſed, yea, caſt out of the field by the wicked; yer tſ 
they be abſolved, acquitted, and graciouſly rewarded at aH 
en they ſball ſhine as the ſun in the kingdom of their fat 
Let us therefore cry to God for grace to incline and «ff 
able us to receive, underſtand, and improve the good {eff 
that growing up into a likeneſs with Chriſt, our dear u 
deemer, we may expect ro ' ſhare in the ſams "glory with bf 
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